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Disproportionately high

population of Dalits, Adivasis

lodged in jails, says study
Citing data from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), the report

says, “Dalits and Adivasis - two of the most vulnerable sections of Indian

society - make up a considerable number of India’s prison population.”

News /  India /  Disproportionately high population of Dalits, Adivasis lodged in jails, says study

By: Express News Service

New Delhi | Updated: December 18, 2018 07:26 IST
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Dalits and Adivasis constitute a disproportionately high number of prisoners with

respect to their share of the country’s population, a study has shown, which adds

that even behind bars, these prisoners face caste discrimination from jail

authorities and their fellow inmates.

A report titled ‘Criminal Justice in the Shadow of Caste’, released by the National

Dalit Movement for Justice (NDMJ) this week, details how caste discrimination

affects Dalit and Adivasi prisoners in terms of their right to food, wage,

employment, accommodation, medical, bail, parole, and similar rights to trial and

appeals. “Deeply entrenched prejudices against Dalits and Adivasis play an

important role in their harassment and incarceration,” it states.

Citing data from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), the report says, “Dalits

and Adivasis – two of the most vulnerable sections of Indian society – make up a

considerable number of India’s prison population.” The report says that these two

communities account for about 24.2 per cent of the country’s population, but

constitute 34 per cent of prisoners.

The report says that these two communities account for about 24.2 per cent of the country’s
population, but constitute 34 per cent of prisoners.
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NCRB 2015 data shows that 21.6 per cent of undertrails (61,139 out of 2,82,076)

belong to Scheduled Castes (SCs) and 12.4 per cent (34,999 out of 2,82,076) are from

Scheduled Tribes (STs). As per the 2011 Census, the SC and ST population accounts

for 16.2 per cent and 8.2 per cent of the overall population, respectively.

States that show a significantly disproportionate percentage of prisoners as

compared to their actual population are in Assam, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and

Rajasthan. For instance, the percentage of SC/ST population in Tamil Nadu is 21.2,

while the percentage of SC/ST prisoners in the state is 38.6.

The study is based on detailed interviews with 21 prisoners, convicts, those

acquitted, or those out on bail in Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra.
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“Most of them reported to have faced discrimination in terms of accommodation,

bedding, food that is served to them, and even employment and wages provided

https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=MmY0ZjEyYzItOGZlZC00Yzc3LTk1YzktMTJjNDg4YThjNjZjLTFzajR0OjM0ODMyMjphbGwsaGtmLDluajoyODY1MzEzMjozMjo1NjQwMDYwOjY1MTk6MDowOjAuMDpJbmRpYW5leHByZXNzOjE6MTo2NDg0OTo2NDg0OTo6OjQ6MTIyLjUwLjIwOS4yMzg6TW96aWxsYS81LjAgKE1hY2ludG9zaDsgSW50ZWwgTWFjIE9TIFggMTBfMTVfNykgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNjA1LjEuMTUgKEtIVE1MLCBsaWtlIEdlY2tvKSBWZXJzaW9uLzE2LjUuMSBTYWZhcmkvNjA1LjEuMTU6OjAuMDoxOjA6OjI6MTowOjA6NDo6OjE2ODc4NjUwOTA1NTg6ZmFsc2U6NzE5NzE6MDpudWxsOm51bGw6bnVsbDowOjE&fpc=65103e18-1650-4c39-b04e-67847c0237cd-3qs8&i=48d3476c-958a-4d9b-9bb5-52a9a070675c&s=https%253A%252F%252Findianexpress.com%252Farticle%252Findia%252Fdisproportionately-high-population-of-dalits-adivasis-lodged-in-jails-says-study-5498277%252F&u=https%3A%2F%2Fpaid.outbrain.com%2Fnetwork%2Fredir%3Fp%3Dlmn8EJlHHSH0uLPmsTULwV5Xjbox9rips0eNmFz1Cv0JDNNyr-z7x4PdNNIpC6yEGD5PBrOj1LBOQ5RbMDLmilbPRWbXKckP3WTTKacaNjVbsZZaX00JmH1qRYs0kAwjUgnIfVFFblvqlkhFXtyiu35-oNsu9zMc87nsrDQFNdIpUp0U4whQU3o6MkzXNwHMhIDEcH3F3nMImBCmix3Dl-Ld02a5mn76rz9yDmgidZE0K6niHGIWnqeaKW54Otlf_s6nT6rW94yNYKaSdMfsgakBTziuHXmi9skcMgUxS2gT_Kd1SDI2L64934SHrabGvgTZQ0AjZ6lrePmqHz4iHBd6EU60dunBzhZsGjzlvnSzE-T1OuJu3XgAFjimw8XcMEOzDrG5EbQU19_HRlGUeK5fWNVrGkzFokmCXWKjgXh_YZVniXgfWGKmFwZOHx_EjyLe5SOjFc4PojO-V3__mRxygm93eqG9tr2_UyqHL2AiNaqnJ1grt_H1CS2sJKgSBAR01GcEyYCAzfFOQg1U3f-3Uej5Khqhy6Xc_oGktawHLT6JGEiRu76X9h45SCimq1Uy-KGMHLDWpUI2Sgl5DR9MxwlR7MtPsMbZ0RQB-CaefHIrRmPdga5_udGpolEZYzZCb73vFCu32-H1hoa2AxeQfj6PwjR-1AAJHV1Yn6Hi82p_BIdda8cuhiY6LY0qHMcEBEt8qnAj5swkE9yR-gocO-0b52lCJViZhX65NS_orAgVFfC3dF7UZFyvMU-gs_NsYdEXTEmHs_F4XcofFb7ToOVrmqU9O69dmHbzbjYOe7ejm4VjaRmaseNdY2Ntws2WpvbBr13uerKygNTRFcq2Ko_HsA_Csx70_h-lyrM%26c%3D8e18308a%26v%3D4%26col_ci%3D48d3476c-958a-4d9b-9bb5-52a9a070675c
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/those-who-wanted-police-cover-would-pay-me-for-a-threat-call-lawrence-bishnoi-to-nia-8687705/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/regulatory-body-tells-ott-platform-to-take-down-content-8687649/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/nearly-70000-indians-surrendered-their-passports-in-a-decade-40-per-cent-of-them-in-goa-8687602/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/narendra-modi-bjp-booth-workers-programme-8688160/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/those-who-wanted-police-cover-would-pay-me-for-a-threat-call-lawrence-bishnoi-to-nia-8687705/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/regulatory-body-tells-ott-platform-to-take-down-content-8687649/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/nearly-70000-indians-surrendered-their-passports-in-a-decade-40-per-cent-of-them-in-goa-8687602/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/narendra-modi-bjp-booth-workers-programme-8688160/
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within the jail. Another issue is also problem faced in accessing legal aid,” said

advocate Rahul Singh from NDMJ.
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