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Disproportionately high
population of Dalits, Adivasis
lodged in jails, says study

Citing data from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), the report
says, “Dalits and Adivasis - two of the most vulnerable sections of Indian
society - make up a considerable number of India’s prison population.”

By: Express News Service
NewsGuard
New Delhi | Updated: December 18,2018 07:26 IST U G

@ Follow Us Q f . 4


https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqBwgKMN670wQw_PV-?hl=en-IN&gl=IN&ceid=IN:en
https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqBwgKMN670wQw_PV-?hl=en-IN&gl=IN&ceid=IN:en
https://indianexpress.com/puzzles-and-games/
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/campaign-3/?promoCode=Aspirant60&utm_source=trendingbar&utm_medium=l2click&utm_campaign=upsc
https://www.indianexpress.com/about/manipur-violence/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2616874211002/WN_opA9owkKR7SSKyZ916i0pg
https://indianexpress.com/section/upsc-current-affairs/
https://indianexpress.com/section/health-wellness/
https://indianexpress.com/et-al/
https://indianexpress.com/
https://tamil.indianexpress.com/
https://bengali.indianexpress.com/
https://malayalam.indianexpress.com/
https://gujarati.indianexpress.com/
https://www.jansatta.com/
https://www.loksatta.com/
https://www.financialexpress.com/
https://hindi.financialexpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/indianexpress
https://twitter.com/IndianExpress
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJEDFSxHHOW1PpBccdSxOTA
https://www.instagram.com/indianexpress/
javascript:void(0);
https://indianexpress.com/newsletters/
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/
https://indianexpress.com/todays-paper/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu17ursUMK6Ow9cuc5RQcAjaU7D4ayBUlfbJKEvKp36pZvzCzD1Ob4c5oa7WWGWK4B2NkJsa7h8wxqP-YUSeoiK0Px0tLIYFfXokxn1sXmslswafrxa5CI-eaDYd7cQPZbmYLcfSONjUzBJG5Sg8_uWNNjGl-Xkj-beXoY0Tljr4RtiSUvfHQZSt2GSKi9OZgGSCZxNlmKU7B79PN9xUNDS-bdqoys_UnnyHRbkgwqTCSrndaXFcc-WHZ5CdnguJSHt9lfs_gbYqvp1xOwr6uowgx8m0BkxVhDfBPd70PPyQBiG3XCiCbI1mnhmuLIXMv2cHvyFPqxXzGdwjA&sai=AMfl-YRVGWFKW0a2qh-ePGIrU5vzbNiKUloBErvx38BJl7bnmirD_hRY_VoZySn3G6iI52hqdyJVFt92JVwbcLulXzoGQIHTG_z5ciCm-WqWq3tJ5gSFe20Og-591DowHENRE5pLqV_i7VZhXUxZOt1L&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNciXJp_p8E2&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://whats-the-word.typeform.com/to/zhEzjY
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/section/india/
https://indianexpress.com/agency/express-news-service/
https://api.whatsapp.com//send?text=Disproportionately%20high%20population%20of%20Dalits%2C%20Adivasis%20lodged%20in%20jails%2C%20says%20study%20:%20https%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Findia%2Fdisproportionately-high-population-of-dalits-adivasis-lodged-in-jails-says-study-5498277%2F%3Futm_source%3Dwhatsapp%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_campaign%3DWhatsappShare
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Findia%2Fdisproportionately-high-population-of-dalits-adivasis-lodged-in-jails-says-study-5498277%2F
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Findia%2Fdisproportionately-high-population-of-dalits-adivasis-lodged-in-jails-says-study-5498277%2F&text=Disproportionately%20high%20population%20of%20Dalits%2C%20Adivasis%20lodged%20in%20jails%2C%20says%20study&via=IndianExpress
javascript:void(0)
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/premium/
https://indianexpress.com/section/india/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/bangalore/
https://indianexpress.com/videos/
https://indianexpress.com/audio/
https://indianexpress.com/section/explained/
https://indianexpress.com/section/education/
https://indianexpress.com/section/political-pulse/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/entertainment/
Werner Soors
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/disproportionately-high-population-of-dalits-adivasis-lodged-in-jails-says-study-5498277/


A\ )

) X
g <l v 22 Salary Above SLac p: You Will be Amaze
L (@JUST: .S

~eu7 Term Life Insurance. f know the MBA Cos

‘paruwnim
I L ; Maxlife Insurance) ‘ MBA in Australia®d I

The report says that these two communities account for about 24.2 per cent of the country’s
population, but constitute 34 per cent of prisoners.

Dalits and Adivasis constitute a disproportionately high number of prisoners with
respect to their share of the country’s population, a study has shown, which adds
that even behind bars, these prisoners face caste discrimination from jail

authorities and their fellow inmates.

A report titled ‘Criminal Justice in the Shadow of Caste’, released by the National
Dalit Movement for Justice (NDM]) this week, details how caste discrimination
affects Dalit and Adivasi prisoners in terms of their right to food, wage,
employment, accommodation, medical, bail, parole, and similar rights to trial and
appeals. “Deeply entrenched prejudices against Dalits and Adivasis play an

important role in their harassment and incarceration,” it states.

Citing data from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), the report says, “Dalits
and Adivasis — two of the most vulnerable sections of Indian society — make up a
considerable number of India’s prison population.” The report says that these two
communities account for about 24.2 per cent of the country’s population, but

constitute 34 per cent of prisoners.
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NCRB 2015 data shows that 21.6 per cent of undertrails (61,139 out of 2,82,076)
belong to Scheduled Castes (SCs) and 12.4 per cent (34,999 out of 2,82,076) are from
Scheduled Tribes (STs). As per the 2011 Census, the SC and ST population accounts

for 16.2 per cent and 8.2 per cent of the overall population, respectively.

States that show a significantly disproportionate percentage of prisoners as
compared to their actual population are in Assam, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and
Rajasthan. For instance, the percentage of SC/ST population in Tamil Nadu is 21.2,

while the percentage of SC/ST prisoners in the state is 38.6.

The study is based on detailed interviews with 21 prisoners, convicts, those

acquitted, or those out on bail in Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra.
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“Most of them reported to have faced discrimination in terms of accommodation,

bedding, food that is served to them, and even employment and wages provided
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within the jail. Another issue is also problem faced in accessing legal aid,” said
advocate Rahul Singh from NDM]J.
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