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Hrom the echnogrphic desciiptioas of E Therston (1909), Gopalan Nak
CI21T), A Adyappan (1948). AAD. Lukx (1962) 20d Nurle Bisd Thavid
(15789, and several Aeld wrips condacred by the Anthropological Sareey
AF Indiz an she zeceny past, we get » destipion of 2 homogenans mibe of
lurinee lumtee-gatherens, who spak a vasaar of Kannada dialece with some
Malayatum and Tamdl wonds lachuded, This wribe is distributed in die i
simcrian reglon of thaee southen sates, encompessing che Nilgieis of Tamil
Neelu, Wayanad of Kerala, Mysose and Kodagu districts of Kamataka, whon
iy are known by different appclations dopending on the ares. Excepe for 4
few misor Ineen-cidtural vatizstions, the stare boundaries in Bt bave baedly
any significance mis-k-e the people of this tribe, In Mysore and Kaday
diswrices af Karasaks, they are reckoned with names sach a5 Kada (Betra)
Kusubsand Jensr Karuba (or Jens Kurumba), The Kannada word ‘jeuu’ mean
honey’, which sgnifies thelr aditioond ocupation of honey collecinn,
tie "Fanall Nachy gt of the wi-junction, asmes such 28 Kactunayukan aml
“Thadsn Kurumban' {(from the Tamil woad thibeo' meaning honey) are sl
ro reber oo them, while in Wsz:md and orbee adjoining ares of Kerals, the
nomerrhatuse of Kanayaka' or "Kamu Naicken” (Chatu’ of adu’ meanin
lownt and the rerm *Nayaka' belng # tltle) are most common, They ure alw
rebieered as Jents Koyyo Shala Nayaka' (lrecally aseaning loney-catting lords
uf the woods'), Howeser, thie word Shals’ {which alse means orest) b chis
noaenclanare hes noleg w0 do with-another tibe calied the Shalag” in
Aaniaraka,

Some o ethnogsaphic sccounts o have misnepeesented 1he ocgin of
this ibe, goosing snbelicvable atories thar they were ance kings, low e
wat, el v the jungle, uod became forest dwetkers, On the cantrany, buweyes,
the cansu repore of Mysore states tht ‘they {lenu Karuba) belongg 1o thiy
bocalivy wnd do pan vome frum amywhere else, they e from one plice
smother i the same boceat” (Cemms af Il 7957, XXV, Appeniba X, A%9),
Lewls Rive wiate the Fallowiog on the Jena Kuribas, “The femi Kool ase
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fovonel seantesed dsull the juigles, They have no fixed ahode but wander aboue

fron place s place in seanch of honey, henoe their name, from Jew, ic.

Iutucy, They are excellent dimbers of trees and skilled in the use of sling and

::w sl attow’ (Cuazetterr of Mysore and Coorg, i 215). Even Luiz mentans
e,

Nor fong ago 1hey [fenu Kuruba] wore nomadic food garhisers never thoaght
al'a meyled lifemdhnmmmthqhmdzm&“:nlmmwuf
kg and low hucs with the floar i lend with the ground. The sides are of Ssttened
tumboo s the foafs ate cavered with gras or Jeaves. Ofien they live under wind-
brealo resting on ees, i the bollows of trees and over hanging rocks: Many were
g:;;;'d?;bclndnqpm:lldkdﬁ:ndﬂuphugmn&;%ﬁmmnwm

The cthnographer of the "Village Survey Monographs” in 1961 noticed
that ‘they [Jenu Kuruba| were commonly in the habic of sleeping in the apen
around a fire. Actually in Pinjalli colony [where be conducted his ficldwork]
one child was seen with burns on its body and it was leamt that the burns wers
sustained when the child rolled inte the fire in sleep’ (Ethnagraphic Srudy
No. 8, Maonograph Serles, Censwr of India, 1967). Based on these aconunts,
he concluded thar dhe Jenw Kunjla peoplelived practically 2 nomadic Jife «il
recently. Even now many aspects of the nomadic way of life continue to be
ween among them. Due  the reserictions impased by the forest department,
free movement his become difficuls for them and mose of them are sealing
down in the villages, especaally bordering the focdsts. Similady, the Betta
Kurubas have primarily depended for cheir livelibood an the forests since
ot dnd have deveboped certain skills fike basketry, and so on. According
1o Tyer (1948: 69) the Bera Karobas, ure divided intw three minor groups,
namely, (1) Ane (clephant), (2) Bevina (Neem tree), and (3) Kolli (i X
Iyer (1948} repors chat in Coorg the Beta Kurubas are divided into owo
wetions, the Munpadi and Yelpadi; the former means familles belonging to
three bamlets while the lver stands for families belonging to seven hamless.

The Jenu Kuruba speak in their awn dialect which s similar to Kannada
Lnguage. Fven then there are minute differences which have been rocorded by
the Cenenal Instivure of Indian Languages, Mysore. The language of the Jenu
Kuruba is called Jenu Nudi®, However, the language of the Berra Kutubas
ix distinctive. Lewis Rice stated {1877: 1, 26) that che "Kadu Kurubas speak
a peculiar language, pot understood by any other States’. Even now, they
have recained distinctivencss of their language. Tr Is referred 1o as the Berta
Kurwhars Bhashe o1 the langsage of Betta Kuruba people. During the 1961
fromrag it was rerurnied under the name did bhesta or language of the forcse

oy,

Uhe beti kurwbver bhashe s spoken only by the Betta Kurula, and by
o odher qrilse who are the smmediaee ncighbours, such as the Solia und

0 Jewar Mmoo, Ml Nurwive senid Katrossenabion v

the fever Kaoodua A addision 1o their tother onguse, el s Karaba
b Kanada and converse with avskdens in diis language. Tn Ger dung
e 1961 cenvus, many of dhen even in Coong distrc une belivved 0 b
vemed Kannads as theie mothes tongue.

1o Tarmil Nudu and Kerala, a serdement of the Kaeunagakan is wanlly
hvoowrs a8 Faadl, while the one of the Jenu Kuruba in Karnaraka i called
Juests, which 15 2 geneqal switch ower berween Tamil and Kannada, from e
(i N, av in case of seveml other words berween these two inguages. Thei
liabitations are generally named after their ancestons and elderly persons
with suffixes such 2 bunnu, £olli, pasd, erc. For example, Nelliyankunna,
sempankiolll, Murrukkampadi, e, to mention a few. In Tamil Nadu,
meajistity of thelr setdements are locstod interminently in the forest arcas
i divessions of the Gudalur-Calicur road. Still one can see many of theis
tnudivional huts in custers very similar (o that of the Paniyan sertleoent
the weadisional hlsts of the Karmunayakin people are mads of bambaoo walls
(thuities) without any peovision for ventilation. In the alden days they used to
Tive it caves of In the hallows of huge trecs inside the deep forest. They da noi
[ike anyope-entering cheir huts with lejther fooowens, for they presime tha
Wl fonewear i made of aow laather, which dhey consider as polluting, This
bedief confinues to oxist even day among the Kasrunayakan bt cheir hus
have been fangely turned into riled bouses.

In hig boak, Wynad: It Peoples wnd Traditions, Gopalan Nair (1911: 110)
nientiny about migration from the Mysore foresis where this cribe existed
o large numbers under the name of ‘fuin Kurbas', i.e. jenu Kuruba. In this
contexs, 'Tain' is 2 altéred foen of Jenu’ meaning honey, the same as Thiben'
i Malabar. They Tived In padis (group of hues) on the slopes of hills under
the supervision of muchali, the ddest man of cach pad. They worshipped
Masti and lived on nagt (Blurime, comoand) grown under shifting culdvasion
tn the |ungle and on the edible yams and ars found in plenty on the hifls
The Jain Kurumbers' would nos generally be seen out of the forests, but rhey
stz now gradually approaching inhabited parts of dhe Gountry in search of
work in paddy Gelds. Ty the Reserve Forests, bodh these tribes are employed
1 clepbant meahours. The sbove description glven by Gopalan Nair fies well
with odher writers escepe che description of thelr oigia given by Thunton
(991).

1in the state of Karnaraka, there are two groaps, vir., the Jenu Kuribs
atnd the Betta Kuruba—the word ‘betsa’ in the keter nomenclanure meantog
Wl The Betea Kuruba people are specialists of bamboo word, apart from
theie traditionad food gachering activity, Further, the Beru Karuba number.
& sanall compared w the Jenu Kuraba, Some call boch the enbes togecher
v Kaddu Kuruba. Reulizing their abjecr poverty, the govermmens authoeies
waned thyem caee cerrificars as Kadu Kurnuba' so than dhey gt the bengfin of
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betigy 2 VTG In face Beta Kuruba is not 2 PVTG as this encry does not
eoenr i PVTECG lise, In Kaenaraka, both the groups ane mainly confined o
Mysore, Chamarajanagata {2 new districe out of the ersewhile Mysore district)
el Rodagu districts. More specifically, they are distributed in H.D. Kote,
Hunsur and Periyaparna taluks in Mysose districe, in Gundluper aluk of
Chamarsjanagars disuict and in Vitajper, Somavarper and Madikeel taluks
ol Kodagu disrice. In order to be clearer, it may be noted that the term
Ruruba', which means ‘Shepherd' in Kannada fanguage, denotes a large
vaste of traditional sheep herders, who live i many villiges all through the
state, and their population i presumably over 10 kkhs. This caste known as
‘Kurubs”, and is part and parcel of the village caste strucare. Unwittingly, the
Varticularly Valnerable Tribe of ‘Jeny’ and ‘Benta’ got the suffix of ‘Kurubi' in
contact with mult-caste villagers, On the other hand, all the nomenclatures
of this PVTG appear ta be a description of 4 tribe having certain ways of
livelihood like ‘collecting honey’ (‘Jen’ or Thiben'), living in forest’ ("Kadu'
o “Kaet), or the geography of their habicar (' Betts’ mieaning 'Hill'), while no
rescarcher 5o far has found our a name which covasates from the culture and
Language of the Jenu and Berta Kisruba. The samie holds good for Tamil Nadu
and Kerala, Purther, most of these nomenchinires are listed in Scheduled
Ivibe lisz of all the theee stares, which creates enomous confusion, especially
lor one not acquainted with the area and people:,

There are several intriguing pucdes regarding nomenclarures, For example,
the Karmnayakan are listed as a Scheduled Tribe in all the four soathern
states with the same spelling, In Andhea Pradeshi, this group finds entry ac
Serial No, 1T as Kattunayakan, [ Karnataka, Serlal No. 20 has an entry of
Fartunayakan and there is also the entry of Jeau Kurubs ar Serial No. 15.
Similazly, in Ketals, at Serial No. 9 is an entry of Kateunayakan and there are
abo the entries of Ththen Kurumban and Jenu Kurumban ar Serial No. 37,
whereas in the Scheduled Tribes liss of Tamil Nadu, there is only 1 single entry
as Karnunayakan av Serial No. 9. Except in Andhra Pradesh, in all the othet
theve states, the Kacrunayakan enjoy che status of the Particulady Vulnerable.
Tithe. No gehnographic account is found cither in the early seudics or even
n the People of India volumes of the Anthropological Survey of India for
the Karunayakan of Andhra Pradesh. Yer during the 1961 census in Andhra
Pradesh, 74 persons were recumed a5 Kacrunagakan; during the 1971 census,
thewr population was 289; during the 1981 census, it was 399; during 1991
it was 643 and it came down to 161 during the 2001 census. There is also
wemote possibility of Katunayakan or Jenu Kuriba seasonally migrating co
accas in Andhi Pradesh,

The origin of all such intriguing confusions ¢an be tiaced o the face dhat
the fists of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes were drawn from
vanous I of custes and iribes from the former Madras Presidenc v e

The fenw Kuruba, Kadu Kwrada amd Katsurepabin R

Bombay Presidency, the 'C* stares of Coorg 2nd Cochin, the kingdons of
Mysorcy:nd 'ﬁ:n“zymre. und the Dominion of Nizam, under the British rule,
which account for all the areas of the four southern states of today. When the
reorganization of the states took plice in 1956, u mother list combining all
these erstwhile administrative entities under the British served the purpose
for drawing up the lists of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes lins in
these four souchern states with a few additions and deletions. Overa period of
time, the respective states ook cerain measures like dclrl:zion ;l' unused cnu'i]:
o1 non-cxisting communitics in ther respective state lists. For instance,
Kerala gmmricnr delesed certain entries like Konda Kape, Konda Reddi,
Kosa, erc., from their ST list as chese rribes were confined mainly to interior
Andhra Pradesh and had no presence in Kerala, Likewise the Kom tribe
were found anly in the Nilgiri district of Tamil Nadu and did nor show any
presence in Kerala or any other state.

Delesions of unused entries or non-existing communities in the four
southern states have not been attempred sinee the 19505, In cortain cases, it
has been also found thar there are multiple entries of the same community in
different names, for example, the KattunayakandJenu Kuri{m)ba. This kind
of anomaly has often Jed to sudden surge in the popalation figures of certain
communites over 3 period of 10 o7 20 years coupled with dubious cl;mr‘m
of §T identity by non-ST people. The presenr boundaries of thc.suts in
India hardly have any relevance for the edhnic boundaries of the tribes whe
baye Jived in che forest arcas for thousands of years. Thus, when states were
formed on che linguistic criteria, in fact on the language spoken aumerically

" by the most in an asea, the ethnic boundaries of the rribes were tom across

)
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thi vew staies, Udorumaeely, thedr nusnber way very snsignificane far any
somhlerarion, The enery of Kasunayakan in the ST bee of Amdliza Pradesd n
4 < in ping, 'llxcnatcol&mﬂml'mdeduhsnmmmpwd 10 delewe sicls
entties 5o fae, therefoee, wich confasions a mentioned abave, still continue,
Howewes, it has anothes detrimental consequence for the PVTGs since o
mistaken idenrity can lead w diversion of develapment funds in the wrong
direition.

1 Tamil Naidu, for insusce, the sudden spuir obberved in the paputaion
of twe of the six PVTGS, namedy, the Tralar o thee Karunsyakan, from
1981 anwarh. The spart in weal popuilurian of the Katunayakan from | 961
and 2011 can be observed i the ollowing bl

T 340 My s SF Rarronsensas o Tane Naoy awe 18 Noteans Dosrnny
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In the Socin-fooeamic Survey: of Schiaduled Trites in Nikgirs Districe
conducted duting 2010-11 by the Tribal Reseanch Cenine, Ouny, thi:
population of the Kurttayakan in (e Nilgiri diseeber was fonnd to be 2,480
(621 howseholds), The cotwus figures of the Kaoumayalan in the Nilgiri
disteict from 1961 10 2001, shaws 2 vory low population, licreasing from
391 1d 1,443, [vis possible thar the Kateanayskan wibe might have been
mmim!ym_x;udctbghqiyan. who live very close 1o die Kartunayakan
satlemens, In fact, the Paniyan popubiion in the Nilgiris showy high
wrovetl: from 1961 10 2001, ie. fiom 3,195 0 9,121 persons. Abour 1,600
Kartunayakan were probably enumerated as Pardyan, as It uppears,

Bar the more peninent quesdon = thar who were' those people or
ommanine in vadous parts of Tamil Nadu wha made claim for the
Karnayaan idetiy as eady a5 1961 iesclf? T Eicr, other than thase 591
people of Katrunayakan tribe in the Nifgirts dustricy I 1961, there were
Al 5,168 people who chimed themsedves #5. Kacounayaka in varlous parts
OF Tamil Nadu i 1961 tataling w0 6,459 for the entire Tamil Nadie But
Ianlly any echnographic: descripeons are found in support of the exitence

-
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of Barrimayabon in e plaine of Famil Nadu ar i plices athes than oy
Melgiris dismer. This el conrmsed il 2001 with an speevedennsd spiing
wi Karrunayakan popubition from 1951 onwurds. »

Yot anather reusan for all such condusions cin be traced o the rnonal ol
Az Hesrrictiony' for the identification of Scheduled Trines within the sas
since 1976, Argusbly, the sudden spurt in the population of the Katiunayikion
rribe from the 1983 census onwaeds is a resalt of this adminbarite desisim
taken [ 1976, In the carlier ethnographic necocds, the Kacounayakan wa
idendified ondy in the Nilgiris in conjunction with the Jenu Kurumla wh
were alyn captiguosly fiving in the Wayanad-Coolp plizean of Kerala el
Karnasalea,

This eeadicionally foraging tribe, Kattunayakan spele dightly diffecently, 2
Kazmunaicken th the sare of Kerala s mainfy diseribaed in the four disteices,
aumely, Wapanad, Palakkod, Mallapuram, and Kozhikode. In Wayanad
diswics, they we maindy concenmmated In thiee hlodky; Sultanbathery,
Mananthavady, wad Kalpeers; in the blocks of Perinchalmanna, Vandaor, and
Nizzmbur in Malkguram distsicr in the blocksof Kaduvalli, Kandamangalan)
and Kunsunuad in Palakkad districe and in Slock Mannurke! [n Kozhikorde
distrier,

o Wayanad, che Kattumiyakan peoplo ure distrlbuneed i all the 24
Panchayars and one mnnt‘vah'rtﬁf-th districr, In Palekhad dlstrice ¢hey an:
distributed in Alznalloos, Kovapadim and Kidoatmunputhure Paochayats. n
il there are 14 settlemenis, namely, Chuottyodis, Thodukadi, Ambalapaca
Karudiyodis, Koualomny, Pulikicdadi, Pothopadam, Aarmakunan, Mal
kalapara of Kosopadam Grama Panchipay, Moochikkal and Uppukulini
i Alamallsor Grama Panchagae and Maruhakbady, Kathopadam. Putioon
i Rumzeamputhur Panchayur, wheee the ol aumber of houschokds i
221, In Malappumm distrer, the Karmunsayakan zre seen in the Nilamlwe,
Raruvarakone, Fachulallu, Kallkavi, Chaliyar, Chungathatra, PMh:;.
Karufai, Varhiladavi, Choldad snd Muthedemn Paschavars of Nilumbu
bliock, and Pulamanchol and Manakada Panachayass of Perisithalisany
block In Koshikode disrics, thee Kattunuyakan setchements have been
ideiitified, ooe of which is Kudilpara scioment of Pashiskadava. while the
other two are in. Thamaizssery.

As per the 2006-7 Base Line Survey report of KIRTADS {Keata Tnstitune
for Iescarch, Thaining and Devclopiment Studies), diere were 18,576 pervon
wvegnized as Kattunagakan comprisng 5495 bouscholds inkabising in 501
reerlements. [ addition 1o KIREADS, six ITDRFTDOs have been estublishied,
aanicly, in Palakkad, Nissbuz, Kozikode, Sulthanbachery, Mannssirbavsdy,
and Kalperta, for the development of eribes. B o

M s av the Kamoraka part b conoeened, Lewis Rice. in 1872, wioie

san e peipidstion of fens Kol and Kadie Kuoiha voethes wis 2,023,
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including of 1,466 males and 1,457 females (1877). Separate eaumeration of
the Jenu Kurubas was made only in the 1921 census when they numbered
1672, In 1931 they numbered 4,603. The census of 1951 did not give
separare figures for Individual ribes,

In Karnataka, Nagarahole was the raditional habitar of the Jenu Kuruba.
Around the year 1980, it was estimared chat aboue 1,000 families were living
in this arca, When Nagarhole was declared as a National Park in the year
1983, the Jenu Kuruba people were rehabilitaced ar Nagapura in the year
1995 with 50 families. Presently, there are abaur 5,000 people stll living
inside the National Pack, majority of them being the Jenu Kuruba,

In the 1961 census, the Jenu Kuruba tribe had been enumerared separately
in other areas of the Odd Mysore Staze but in Coorg districe the Jenu Kuruba,
along with the Bertn Kuruba had been enumerated under one name, ie.
"Kuruba'. Hence it is not possible to know the population of the Jeau Kurubas
separately for Coorg diswrics, Leaving our Coorg districe {now called Kodaga),
in the rest ol the stare of Kamarzka the Jenu Kursha numbered 3,623, 2nd
formed 1.89 per cent of the weal population of the Scheduled Tribes in the

state. Even in the 1971 census the wotal population of the Jenu Kuruba tribe:

was 6,623 persans in Karnaraka, However by the 1981 census, dhe number
shot up to 34,747 persons (17,867 males, 16,880 females), though it declined
dighty in the 1991 and 2001 censuses ta 29,371 (males 15,156 and females
14.215) and 29,828 (males 15133 and females 14,695}, respectively.

The only explanation possible for che abnormal rise in populations is
thaz, some other group might have daimed the identity of the Jena Koruba,
fe is probable that some members of the Kurubs' comenunity, wha are
tradicionally a shepheed caste fn the villages of Karnataka, daimed themselves
as Jenu Kurpba'. The population figures from the 1981 w the 2001 census
in diffecent districts For che Jenu Kuruba supporr the above statement. For
instance as per the 1981 census, they were reported to be in the districes
of Bangalore (5797 persons), Bijapur (3,233 peesons), Tumbkur {1,807
persons), Gulbarga (1,793 persons), Chitradurga (1,769 persons), Belgaam
(1,703 -persons), Raichur {1,217 persons) and Dharwad (1,047 persons) of
Karnataka, All these sbove-mentioned names, are fur-ung districts, much
away from the home of 2 faad gathering wribe of Jenu Kuruba, highly localized
in Mysore and Chamarajnagara districts, ar the southesnmast tip of the state.
Remaval of area restrlction for the Scheduled “Tribes in 1978 facilitared other
caste groups passing of as Jenu or Kadu Koruba in Kamataka, Ir appears
thar the Census of India incressingly became aware of such problems. As it
appears from the census ables on distribution, the spread of this wibe in 15
diserices during the 1981 census reduced m 7 districes in the 1991 census and
finally in the 2001 census, major dissribution of Jenu Kuruba in the state
was u}\ly B fonar districes CTable 3320, 1o the 2001 census the Jenn Kuriha
popabation i showie ay MO76 peesony i Karnatka

15 femne Kurndis, Kaifu Keowda and Katowmpalien Ay

Py 3.0 Digrnesomon oF vHE lenu Kooy in Kaemavags Soare (1oor)

Disreice Mok " Rewal tital
Mysore 7947 7,812 149759
Kodagu 5,088 4,949 10,037
Rangalare a4 §rs 1,822
Chm;nhnw 393 e -SQ? o 78_2_
Toul 14,571 14,029 28,400

So far no Base Line Survey has been cartied our in Karnataka, Only when
4 field survey is conducted. may it be possible to get a wlly with the census,
As of now the census figures appear to be slightdy exaggerared. The following
analysis of the census figures may be slighdy biased o that extenr due w this
fact. However, overall patterns may not change drastically,

‘The population pyramid of the Jenu Kuruba of Karnaraka stare shows
that the community is an expanding and growing populacion with o farpe
base of 0-4 years age group population and small rapering end as the agre
advances from infancy to old age. Both male and female populations in diw
age group of 0-4 years show a decline from 13,74 per cent in 1991 wo 1192
per cent in 2001 and 13.62 per cenr in 1991 1o 11.29 per cent in 2001,
respectively. Population of the females in the age group of 10-14 years showed
a slight decline from 11.89 per cent in 1991 o 10.36 per cent in 2001,
hat the number of males showed a drastie decline from 11.61 per cen 10
8.23 per cenr durlrg this decadal period. A significant Increase in the fenule

Pttt dgoos Poruarion Pysasion Emserine 1o Aer avns Ses Costronimay o
v e Komoua or Kanwaians
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population was obseeved in the age group of 15-19 years, frons 8.48 per cent
w1434 per cenr during this decadal period. The decline in both male and

ferale population in the age groups of 30 o 34 years and 55-9 years was.

redlected n the populstion pyramid. Though longevity of the Jenu Kuruba is
voticed 25 high, no significint differece is observed in the sumber of males
and females who lived beyond the age of 80 years,

Sex Rario

The averall sex ratio of the lenu Kuruba in dhe state of Karnataka had increased
s.lighdy from 943 females per 1,000 males ay per the Census of 1991 w 975
females per 1,000 males a5 per the 2001 census; A drastic incecase in sex
ratie fram 953 1o 1,026 during this decadal period bt the dge group of 5-9
years was noticed. The sex ratio in the age group of 204 years and 25-9
years decreased drawsically from 1,373 o 1,271 and from 1,174 1o 1088,
respectively, during this decadal pesiad.

Marital Status

In the state of Karnamka, martiages among the females had incecased from
222 per cent in the 1991 © 243 per cent as per the 2001 census in the
age group of 10-14 years, Masriages of females in the age group of 1519
years had declined from 40,65 per cent as per the 1991 census ro 35.53
per cent as per the 2001 census. Nearly, 94 pee cent of females in the year
1991 were secorded s married in the age group of 25-9 years, and percestage
of such marmages declined only dightly 0 91 pee cent in the 2001 census,
The propottion of males being marvied in die age group of 20-4 years had
increased brom 38,33 per cent as per the 1991 ceasus to 43,94 per cene as per
the 2001 census. Both widows and widowers were recorded in the age group
of 15-19 years as per the 1991 census with low lrequency (0.1 per cent cach),
but their proportions had increased w0 0,23 per cent cach as per the 2001
vensus yeas. Nearly 0.39 per cent of the females in the ape group of 1014
years and 0.23 per cent of males ini the age group of 15-19 years were reported
as divorced according 1o the 2001 census.

[ireracy

The oversll lireracy of the Jenu Kuruba in the seite of Karnaraks had increased
from 27 per cent to 34 per cent from the 1991 to the 2001 cetisus years.
The female literucy had increased from 22 1w 30 per cens during this decadal
peviod. Peccentages of non-licerare population of females i the age group
of 7 yeaos and above dedtined from B3.53 per cent as per the 1991 consuy

_—
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0 71,44 per cent in the 2001, Percentages of non-literate populaton in dhe
e proups of 7-14 years, 15-24 years and 25-49 years had increased from
6.27 to 8,12 per cent; 8.77 1o 11,25 per cenc and 15.19 to 1881 per cenr,
respectively, during this decadal peciod. Levels of education among the
males showed a decline from 6.52 o 3.82 per cens; 4.04 1o 2.87 per cent:
1.35 per cent to 0.89 per cent which includes middle, metric and higher
secondary level, respectively, Literacy levels were as low as 7.74 per com
in Hepgadadevana Kote raluk where there are large concentrations of the
Jenu Karuba and Betta Kuruba rribes. The Ashram schools are functioning
in the wibal arcas for the last 20 years. Yer, 1l recently, there were hardly
any peesons among the Jenu Kuruba who had passed SSLC. However,
Swaml Vivekananda Youth Movement (SVYM), 2 voluntary osganization,
dedicated for the development of the Jenu Kuruba in H.D. Kote taluk,
lhas succeeded in achieving the goal, During the year 2011412, 15 students
appeared for SSLC examination, and among them 14 students passed in the
firse attempt. So far 243 students have passed SSLC by the efforts of SVYM
since 1988,

Kartunayakan Population in Tamil Nadu

As explained above, there are claims for the Kattunayakan identicy
from different Scheduled Caste, Backward Class and Most Backwiind
Communities (MBC) from all parts of Tamil Nadu, inchuding those found
in Gudalur and Pandalur saluks of Nilgiris district, However, evidences from

ic references over a century indicaze the presence of Kartunayakan
or Jenu Kuru(m)ba only in the Nilgisis in Tamil Nadu, Therefore, only thow
Kattunayakan found in the taluks of Gudalur and Pandalur of Nilgiris districi
have been given focus under this scudy. '

According to the Soclo-Economic Survey of Scheduled Tribes in Nilgicls
district conducted during 2010-11 by the Tribal Rescarch Cenre, Ooty, the
entire population of Katunayakan (2,480 persons; males, 1,261 and 1,219,
females) comprising 621 households are distributed in 59 small villages in
10 Punchayats, namely, Mudumalai, O'Valley, Nelakkottai, Cherangode,
Nelliyalam, O'Valley SVP, Devasshola SVE Gudahur, S6 Madurai and
Masinagudi of Gudalur and Pandalur taluks in the Nilgiris districe.

According wo the abave mentioned Socio-Economic Survey, the highest
concentration of Kattunayakan comprsing 177 persons was found at
Sembankalli settlement in Devasshola SYP Panchayar and the lowest number
of 3 penons was reported from Nambikkannu sertlement located within the
Mudumala Panchayar of Gudalur caluk.

According o the same survey, 40,21 per cent are In the age group of 018
years: 4% per cent of theie population hefongs to the workdng ape group of
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1945 years; and 14,8 per cone are found o be in the age category of 46-60
Yoy and above.

The cipent livecacy stasus of che Kattunayakan wibe is 41.21 per cent,
which e lower vis-d-vis liceracy strus of the Scheduled Tribes ar the national
level, e 473 per cenc in 2001. It is distressing 10 noeice thar nearly half,
l.e. 47.82 per cenc of the Kattunayakan people are saill illicerates. There i =
tlanced rare of gender enrolment ar the primary sehool Jeved but theee are
only 0.24 per cent graduates and (.04 per cent parsuing professional coarse
fl'om lh.“ mo

The age ar marviage has increased in this community and there are only
(.34 per cent male and 5.45 per cenr female members married in the age of
below 21 years. Among the married, separation s found to be a rare incident
and only 1.21 per cent have bioken their marieal relasionships. Widows
[12.06 per cent) are greater than the widowers who comprise 2,36 per cent.
(TR Survey, 2011-12).

The above-mentioned ethnographic accounts and an actual feld survey by
the TR, Ooty, prove that the Karmunayakan populition rerurn in the 2001
cerisus for the state of Tamil Nadu is incorrecr and exaggerared; nevertheless,
Table 33.3 is given bere for the benefit of the reader,

The reagons for such missepresentation ase ot very hard to find.
Unfortanately, the Tribal Research Centre, Ooty, caime our with 4 document
Community Status Repores, 2003-08" (Parthasarachy, 2008), whereln about
ten different Telugu-speaking endogamous groups listed under OBC and SC
citegorles, were wrongly identified and reporeed as ‘Kartunayakan® in various
parts of the Tamil Nadu stace. The Tribal Research Centre, Ooty, recogaized
certaln groups like Thottia Naicker (Serial No. 35 in the MBC list of Tamil
Nadu), Tholuva Neicker and Vesalakara Naicker (Serial No, 112 in the BC
lise of Tamnil Nadu), Jogi (Serial No. 12 in the MBC liss of Tamil Nadu],
Boyas and Oddars {Serial No. 12 in the BC list of Tamil Nadu), Panniandi
also known as Pannl Naicken (Serial No. 55 in the SC list of Tamil Nadu),
Thoti (Serial No. 67 in the SC list of Tamil Nadu) as Kactunayakan. The
documents prepased as ‘Community Starus Reports!, in favour of falsely
tdentifying groups, from the TRC, oy opened the Pandoras box for
clalming Katunayakan status for the groups who had hardly anything in
common with the most Pasticularly Valnerable Tribe confined to Nilgiris asd
4 small adjoining tri-junction area as mentioned above.

In fact, claim 1o the name 'Ka ' seems to have begun from
1961 onwards in vatlous pares of Tamil Nadu, presumzbly by the Telugu-
speaking endogamois groups having the titles of ‘Naicker' or ‘Naickes'. But
It gaited momentum during the last 20 years or so, especially during 2003-8
when the Community Sunis Reporss of the Teibal Research Centee, Ooty,
unwittingly recognized & number of Telagu speaking “Nayakan' in Tamil

e fovene Koot Naedie Kurssdir amd Kuttumoprkan anr

Tamix 3500 Divoocr wise Dsmunion of KAvtosarikas
N TR voare O R Napo (Crnsay ze0i)

hierier Tatal Miales Sl
Tanil Nods Toral 45,227 2LATG 22751
Tl 4,547 2282 2,265
Chennii 808 377 431
Kancbeeparam 5,091 1,565 1,546
Vedlare 190 944 %67
Tarweannamai 1174 M 0%
Viluppuram 2,930 LA40 14N
Erode 464 443 471
The Nilgisls 1,443 698 743
Coimbatoce 1,681 547 214
Ditscligul 1,963 1018 94
Karar® 1,046 502 544
andﬁmr;nl 1,662 803 45
Cuddshore 2477 1,107 1,070
Naggurtizm® 1.467 729 742
“Thiruvarar 1,495 713 782
Thangvar s ) 823 599
Shaganga (=3 34 T
Madurai 2,770 1408 1.362
Vieudhueagar 1,706 839 a7
Ramenichapuram 933 481 152
Thoathukkub 2,709 1373 1,40
Tiranveld 4,657 2205 2,462
Kanyabasmast %1 415 A3

Noter, *Only those districts are shown when: the Kintunagakan pogmlacion is msare thas 500

persoos.

Nadu as equivalent to "Kattunayakan'. The enormous spurt in Kartusayabin
popslation all ever Tamil Nadus over a 20 year period apparently has been on
account of these reasons. . »

Allocation of funds for the development of the PVTGs like che Kartunayakan
are primarily made under the (knmtion—Cum-De_vdogmmg pe. OC_[)
Scheme, hased on the cnsus fgures: The population bgures of SCIST
communities are arrived at based on “oral represeatation or self idendfication
or self claim” of individuals as belonging to specific SC/ST communirics and
not based on any proof of records. If population ligures are skewed, CCD
funds conld How in wrong directions, The Project Officess implementing the
CCD programmie need 10 be slerted of such sinations.
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Fieuns 33.3: Posurarion Pyaami DEMCYING 14 Ar ann Ssx CoMROSITION oF
THE KATTUNAYARAN G KEnata

Tanis 33.4: Kartupavaxan Moruisnos 18 Kesaia

Newr Mirle Fimecle Taral Sex Rati
1981 census u-;..ﬁiﬂ == ‘4.,7’.’7:"” 7 3;’34-— ~')_4.;
1901 census 6,271 5,884 12155 918
2001 consus 7425 7,290 14,715 981
006-7* 9370 2,300 18,576 1,002
2011 conim - - 18,199 -

Sauree: "Base Line Survey, KIRTADS.

According to the 1961 census, the wral popalation of the Kattunayakan in
Kerala was 8,809 (Table 33.4). The total numbsers increased gradually in the
1991 und 2001 censuses, The number of females in all the census years is less
than the male counterpare. The sex ratio shows that the number of females is
Inscreasing per 1,000 males.

The age-sex compositions of Katunayakan have been presented in the
form of a population pyramid based on the cenxtzs data of 1991 and 2001,
The population pyramid shows a broad base in both the cases of male and
female and shows uniformity in both sexes in all the age groups.

‘The lireracy rare of the Karunayakan in 1996-7 as per the Socio-Economic
Survey was 20.77 per cent. Now the literacy race is 56,48 per cent among the
Katunayakan as per che Base Line Survey, 2006-7. According 1o the 2001

tiee fern Kuruba, Kol Nurada amid Nottumayikan A

Tamir 45,4 Do r-wnan Liveseacy s iy Koo asonc toe Kaorusayanan

Linericy Leved Wipwnad  Molggporam  Halwbbad k.\)«llw daval
Liseeaee s 74 310 o2 10,374
[Brerare 5,976 711 7 45 7080
Pupakiian sbove 15,008 1,685 667 107 17467

5 vean

Prrccntage 60.18 5780 4648 57.94 5941

Tanen 33.6; Lrresacy LEVEL AMONG THE KATTUNAVARAN 0F Kiiata

Literay Level Wipemed  Malogparam  Pokokbad Kozhibeile il 4
Vpso Ach standurd 777 596 250 47 6,670
Upen 10th sandard 1953 29 2 9 2213
101k pass &5 2% 15 4 5t4
1042 pass 212 18 4 1 234
Degree pass 1% al - 3
Pescpradoate 5 - - - 5
depres lokler

Technical) 4 2 G
Diptoma holder

Adule Eduatian 66 38 19 o] v

Swwrer Ax prex suevey report of KILA, 2008,

censtss, the averall literacy among the Kamunayakan population was 33 pes
cens, of which male literacy was 37 per cent and female literscy was 29 per
cent. Owing to che introduction of wibal residential schools in wibal areas in
Wayanad, the literacy level ameng the bays is steadily increasing.

Ashram schools aré functioning ar Noolpuzha, Wayanad disticr and
Manjeri, Mallapuram district, for the Katrunayakan children, including the
Chofanaidkan,

Foud Habits

The Jenu Kurvha ear a variery of plant and animal arigin toods, Their daily
tood is pigi mudde and wppu saru (sale curry) or mppu sora (lealy vegetables
curey). Ragi is ground and the four & mixed and stisred o boiling water
adding 2 littde salt and some chilli powder. This is known as bittw or poddde
and is eacen with or wichout some curry.

Green leafy vegerables such as amne soppu, bnviagune soppa, feeere mp o, daaké
spposi, ehreenve soppe. balle wopgor. burabulic soppas, kaadasige sapp, biliganale
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soppu, kariganale soppu, kolalike soppu. erc;, are caten regularly. Tubers such
as uare gass, eloks gasw, mure gisy, bclagwn. chaddi gusse, miry gaw, i, e
caten occasionally. Meat of wild boar and goar is relished. In geserad, the
Jenu Kuruba food items have three chamcreristics, namely, favs (hou), sheeth
feold) and mayw Gair} (Vijayendra, 1998). Those Jenu Kurubs rehabilivated
from Nagzrhole habitar collecr ration jtems such as rice {20 kg), whear Bour
{4 kg, sugar (500 gm) and kerosene (3 Jir) per month per family

Thursron observed thae the Jenu and Bewa Kurubas traditionally subsbseed
an wild bamboo seeds. edible roots, <tc., often mixed with honey found in
the jungle. Hewrote, ‘they are said not unfrequently o make i dessert our of
bes in preference ro milk. ghee (clarified burter) cte.” (1909, IV 161). Many
a thmes they consume honey seraight from the hives (Misra 1975: 225), These
people always move about in search of honey, vam, edible roors, fruis and
edible leaves called roppre. However, of lute, thelr movements ln the forests
have been wery much restricted; hence it has become difficult for them 1o
collecr chese edible urticles from dhe forest. When they collect common
toots, fruits, or edible leaves. they boil them and mix the same with some
salt before eating. Bamboo shoot is cut inoo small pleces and soaked in warer,
The nexe morning it is washed with fresh warer and again waked in warer,
Likewise they change water for three days 1o eliminace poisonous elements
from bamboo sheot, and thea boil 1o prepare curry. _

According to Thurston the Jenu Kuruba people are said o ear the flesh
of bison whercas the Bern Kurha abstain from che same (1909, IV: 162),
In-any cose & Misra observed, “they are poot husiters; so hunting of any
big animal is out of question. With their own efforts they zre able o get
same goar’s meat, birds, jungle and domesticated fowls, rabbits and cggs of
different binds' (1975: 225).

Compared to the tudidonal food habies us described abave, in the present
timas, o lor many changes are seen in theie foad and bevernges. In addition
10 gt and makze, rice and wheat are now available in ration provided by the
government. Those wha hold a green card get 20 kg rice, § kg wheatand 3 lr
of kerosene ar a concessional rate in the ratlon shop. Edible oil has been
incroduced into their diet. Vigetable vendoss visit cheir place with romatoss;
brinjal, eec. They have also tasted 3 varlety of foods while ar their stay in places.
like Coarg, Chikmagalur and Kerala as scasonally migrane labourcrs.

The Jenu and Berra Kuruba wibes in Karnataka did nor consume any
intoxicating drink as per the ethiographic report of the Census of India
1967, and even in 1975 as per Missa (1975). There are neither records nor
folidore amang chem that they ever brewed or distilled liqnor unlike many
tribes in other areas.

Increased contaor with other communities, especially whea dhey went owt
ol theiv sealement () o plantation areay in search of tabour, introduced

e ferva Nyerrodea, Newdee, Koenibae anid Nittunayedun an

Wi o liguor. A few years ago when a team from Anthropologecal Surecy
ol bl visired Maldbadi (vear Antatasante, HLD. Kowe aluk 1997), and
Aaddur Colomy, where Bield work was conducted in August 2005, it win
sevealest that arcick was sold ar a preminm of one rupee, e R 13 per
ket in the colony itself. In addition o consumpeion of alcoholic beveragys,
iewing tobacco and guska has also been noticed among the young men and
winien. All these changes have an il} effect on cheir healeh.

Social Qrganization

e Jenu Kuruba do not have sub-divistons. Member of one duster age known
w0 fummig or Guapa, bur the precise meaning of these terms is not cleasly
Liown to them. Barlier ethnogeaphic records give a vivid picture regarding:
1l Awelie and huts, Tyer (1948: 199 wrlees thar,

e Herrs Kunthas are sertbed in 2 hamler of thelr own and their near bamboo bu

st wranged in o quadmngular form, bt leaving the four corners apen as passages; in
il wentes of the open space sands the ambula, an open huc which seoves che elders
lve sowia) and ceremanial gashering. No oae is allowed (o approach it with leasher
s on. At pighe all the unmarried boys abave fve years of age have 1 slesp hene,

Thurstan recorded the existence of bachelor’s dormitotles among che Jenn
Kurubz. He weote, ‘a cutions teaic of this primicive (Jenu Kuruba) is that the
snmarried femmales of the village or fadli generally sleep in 3 hut or s
ser apate for them, Bus such dormirories ane not fousd now among the Jehu
Kurubas. The Census of Indiz ethnographerin 1961 reported that dormitories
cilled chaedi were once very popular among Beeta Kurubas bur nowadays,
ihis institution is not so commonly met with even among them. He furdier
aaidh that in Maddur agriculrural colony (Gundlupet raluk, Mysore disiric))
ihere is no chawedi and all the ecsidents of the colony owe theis allegianie w
the chavad: of Barambadl. However, when the AnSI team visived the same
serrderment in 2005 i was revealed that they had built a chazd? in [ronsof die
Ashram schaal building.

Economy

liven in 1961, it was observed by the Census of Indin edhinoggaphes tha
the head of the houschold and other adule members go into the Tores
collecs honey or other forese produce, The female folk and young dhildeen
avtend 1o domestic work and during their spare ime they move about on the
feinges of the foreses to collect edible Jeaves, roots, bamboo shoots, and w6 on.
The Cenms of India edhnographer in 1961 reconded dhar all the male folk
hiad gone out lor collection of jungle produce like yam, honey, erc. during
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his visic o Pinjally colony. In addition w collection of forest produce, dicy
practiced shifting cultivation.

In the former days, dhe Beta Kuruba people extensively resorred o 4 kind
of shifting cultvation kaown as kumri, though now it has become rare. For
such cultivation they selected 3 patch of forest land with less growrth of forest
species. Small trees and shrabs were deared with the help of an axe and wer=
burnt when dry, The ach was then evenly spread. After one or owo ralns they
broadcast various grains, especially rgi ( Elewsing conscana). They pever mcd a
plough in kuri cultivation, All the work was done with axe, hoe and digging
sticks, After the harvest of one crop, they left the stalk in the plot to be dricd
and burnt for the next crop. They rarely used the same plot more than rwice
In succession,

Among the Beta Kuruba, particularly the women, are specialisss in
basketty and mat-weaving, Though the Forest Deparement has restricred the
collection of forest produce, the Berea Kuruba people bring bamboo poles
from the forest and prepare haskets and mars: The baskets are utilized by the
fagmers and othess as containers. Similady, mats prepared by dhem are used
by village farmers, and winnowing fans by the rurl people.

It is reported chata few of the Bera Kuyrubs people were engaged in black:
smithy {Censser of India, 1961). Some of the families practicing blacksmithy
have the necessary wols and equipment like hammers, anvil, tongs. chisels
and a hand-operated feather blower, They serve both the tribal popalasion
and the village Farmers by making crude implements, shurpening them, and
mending agrculteml implements.

When the jenu Kuruba and Berra Kuruba people were reserdled, they were
given land on the fringes of forest, Elephants and wild boars somesimes atack
the Gelds and cause heavy loss ro them, However, wherever electric fence has
been provided, fife is alightly more sccure. Even then dhere are complaings
that elephants sometimes breach the eleceric feace.

Anather common activity among the Jenu Kuruba is the collection pachi
(tree moss) from the forest, Usually able men in group of 10 1o 15 go inte
the foress along with provisions (some small utensils, rice, sale, chilly, sombar
pawder, erc.) required for about & to 10 days. They camp at an appropriace
place bur always away from water sources (since wild animal visit these
sources in the night). While all engage in the collection of pachi from the
trees, one among theo stays-ac the camp and keeps a vigil and guards their

collection. In a span of 8 to 10.days normally they are able 1o callec 3 gunny
bag full of trec moss packs weighing abour 20 kg and in 2005, they could sell
this for over a litdde or Rs. 50 per kg. Some Jenu Kuruba work in plancation
areas making a fow trips in a year to their settlement (fuedi). Some of dhem
have been hired by the forest department as forest watchers, fire watchers,
and-so on. A few of them have been given permEnEnt appaintment; e
continue on wmpovary ol Another cconomic activiey s cow berding and
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st eearing for the owners of Tivestock in the neighbouring villages at o fisod
Erueragion,

The Jenu Knmuba men also collecs medicinal plants o cure ailments
Privare conrragtors nowadays employ the Jenu Kuruba men for collecion
of thnber and bambon. The Jenu Kuruba people ase experts in carching wild
clephanes. ‘The Mysore kingdom wsed theit services in catching elephanis;
an wperation which was called fhedde. Nowadays, the forest deparument
cruploys then as elephant teainers and mahouts in all dlephant oraining campy
(0 the Nagarahole National Pack. A few Jenu Kurubs people are emploved as
teachers and clerks in the government and in peivare seccor firms.

Religion and Social Organization

Ii: the Kerala part of the tri-junction, two or three serdements will be under
the headship of 2 religious feader called msdali {clan chief), whose position i
hereditary. He performs duties and roles in the daily life of the Karunaicken.
Fe ufficiares as a leader ar all the rituals related to bitth, marriage and dearh.
Fle also acte 45 a religious expers, diviner and a medicine man.

The Jenu Kurubz people in Kamataks wonhip many delties fike Belli

Muramma, Bertada Chilkkamma, Bhairava, as well as the Sun and the Moon,
T Hindu deities they worship are Venkammamani, Madbeswast, Basavani,
cie. They consider Belli Maramma as the consore of Venkataramana and she i
identified as a tribal deity in the Hindu pantheon, The Cesssus of Tndia 1epoct
(1961) recorded that in kalana hadi of Heggadadevanakote rluk, there v 4
wolony of 24 houscholds of Jenu Kumihas, which has construscted a separate
hut for thelr deity, i.e. Belli Marmmmu, on the outskirts of the budi. The Beras
Kurubas ase particularly known for the propitiation of spirits (Wnata), Ay,
the spirits (bhuea) some are dreaded ones fike Kula, Ajja, ete., while othors
are benevolent ones, like Adam Galappa, Mammma, Kutalamema, Bewada
Chikkamma, Mastamma, erc. In Coorg district, the goddess Karimbkali (hlack
wane elfigy of goddess Kali) is quite popular. Offerings of fowd, coconur,
plantain and cooked food are made to these spirics. The Cenxus of lndia
repore {1961) recorded thar the Adara Galappa is an important deity of the
Beita Kuruba of Maddur colony in Gundlupec taluk of Mysore distrcs. A
priest who stays ar Berambadi abour 8§ miles away from Maddur colony,
olficiates in all the seligious ceremonies. Nadavalamma, Inoor Maramma
and Sheeganapura or Shiganamurt Maramma are some of their taditonal
deities. [nooe Maramima is locared inside the forest near a place called Moole
Hole in dhe border of Keruba-Kamataka stares. Once seer Ravi Shankie Swaml
from Cochin came o Maddur Colony and hebd a funcrion.

Fwen after displicement and echabilivation. die Kuruba remember theie
deitiex in the forest in places like Moole Haole, cte. Worship of these deities

Iy espeslilly performed whenever they are aracked by dieasen, The fenu
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Kuruba worship deities fike Chikkamma, Soddamma and Handhigragamma
a5 their family delties and Pacal Daramma, Periyapattanalamma and
Kasmmbadamma as their village deities. They worship Patal Daramma for
rain 2nd Kammbadsmma for good yield of forest produce. They sacrifice
sheep, goars and chicken to appease these deities.

The Jenu Kuruba people believe in divination, Bude kareyuaarsc is a
diviner who identifies and sreats illnesses among the Jenu Kurubia. The device
used for this purpose is called bunde made of bortle gourd, grfparii and wax
of the honey bee. The diviner reveals the cause of discase while in trance and
wlso suggests the remedy for sickness. In Kerala they observe Daiva fesdival
(abba) which is almast like a harvest festival as the celebeation s contred on
ﬁﬂ making and assigning 3 supernatural power to the dolls made of ragi

ur,

Polirical Organization

Yajmana is the head among the Jenu Kuruba who sertlex dispures of land,
adultery and other matters, Defaulters are ro pay fine in cash 1o the aggriceved

party:
Development Activities

Conservation-cum-Development scheme was starned aslate as in the year
2008 for the socie-economic development of the Jenu Kuruba, In the year
2009-10, 73 per cent of the funds were urilized in Mysoze districr out of the
total amount of Rs. 201.85 lakhs sanctionied by the Social Welfare Depart-
ment, Most of the funds were spent on construction of roads. (Rs. 72.94
lakhs) drainages (Rs. 27.74 lakhs) and community halls (Rs. 28.25 lakhs),
In H.D Korte taluk, 44 per cent funds were utilized for construction of roads
followed by 20 per cent funds for construction of communiry halls and 18
per cent funds for construction of drainages and culverss. Much Jess funds
werg spent on minor irigation (Rs. 13.32 lakhs), water facility (Rs, 10.57
Lakhs) and dectricity (Rs. 2.00 lakhs). One family was given Rs, 2,50 lakhs
for purchasing a piece of land. Rupees 201,85 lakhs were sanctioned during
the year 2009-10 in H.D. Kote aluk. In Periyapama mluk, Rs, 122 lakhs
was sanctioned, our of which 67 per cent of the fund was urifized for the
construction of roads and another 18 per cent for construcrinon of culverts und
bridges. Rupees 17.92 lakhs were wtilized for the construction of drainages.
Although most of the Jenu Kuruba are serded ourside the forest, 2 mujor part
of the sancrioned amoant was urilized for infrastruceurs developmient, rather
than community development.

During the year 2010-11, Ry, 172 Lakhs win sanctioned In Perdyaparia
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taluk tor conssruction of reads (Rs, 135 lakhs), drainage (Rs, 20 Likhs),
snnsor irrigation (Rs 1% Lakhsh and for warer ficilite (15, 2 lakhs) L however,
1he work was yet 10 stars, In che same vear, Rs 198 lakhs was sanciianed tor
conaruction of roads, bue this amount was yei 1o be uiilized: In Nanjangod
taluk, Re. 6,50 falchs each was sanctioned for construction of road and mino
mggtion which was not necessary since the Jenu Kuruba are not present
there. s H.D. Kote saluk, Rs. 201 lakhs was sancrioned for the construction
ol mads, Rs, 138 lakhs, for drainage, Rs. 43 lakhs and 10 Lakhe each for minon
ingation and water facility, Besides road construction, etc., it was proposed
1 construce 1,702 houses for the Jenu Kuruba in 46 serdements. The work
wits yer o starr. The highest number of houses weee proposed to be buile a
Metikuppe hadi (134) and Netcalhundi hadi (109) in H.D, Kote aluk In
Hunsur miuk, 480 houses weee proposed to be builr in 18 seulements, b
woek was yer to be inftiated.

Rehabiliation Programmes

I hicre were abour 1:550 Jenu Kuruba families comprising 6,145 individuals
in 54 serdements (hadis) living in Nagarhole habiras, which was declared i
2 Narional Park. In Kodagu districs, 950 Jenu Kurube families compeising,
3,720 individuals live in 29 serlements [udis) and another 600 familics
comprising 2,425 individuals live in 25 settlements (Madis} in Mysore disericr,
|nforumnarely, the area where they were living Iy the fotest habitat came
under Project Tiger and was rasgered for reserdement.

Under the Beneficiary Ordented Telbal Development Scheme (BOTI) o
celocation of the people of this wibe, cach rehabilitated Bamily would e
three acres of agriculoure fand and Rs, 1 lakh a8 relocadion package which
includes conseruction cost of 20 sq. m. house, land development, community
faciliries, transport of houschold goods, etc. Under this dcheme, 250 Jenn
Kuruba families were rebabilirated 1o Nagaputa in different phases from 1999
tn 2002, During the 10th Five Yeur Plan of the Governmient of India (20024
) 2006-7), the BOTD scheme was mesged with the Project Tiger scheme.
Under this scheme, 30 Jenu Kuruba families were rehabilitaced 10 Nagapurs
in 20086-7, 60 familics vo Sollepura in 2007-8 and 256 famibies to Shereyhally
in the year 2000-12, Alwogedher, 487 families comprising 1,322 Jenu Kuruba
individuals were rehabilitared under boch BOTD and Projec Tiger scheames
ik the detall are given in Table 33.7.

Development Initintives by the Non-Governmental Organizations

Ihiee NGOs, viz, (1) Deselopment Throngh Educasion (1 IEEL), (2)
Fiviag Tnapiration for Teibaly (LIFTY borh Based ot Hlansor and (4 Swami
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Vivehananda Youth Movemenr (SYYM) ar Saragur, HD. Kote bk, are
actively woeking for the welfare of the Jenu Kuruba,
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DEVELOPMINT THROUGH EDUCATION (DEED)

Since the kst 30 yearns DEED Is working foe the welfare of all groups i
Mysore districr. lrs main activities are co i::lﬁm._n education, bring :lwmy s :;'
Forest Righes Actand Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas Act, Imparting.
education to women and children is anocher major activity of the DEED,
It has eseablished five criche units in cach hudi in H.D. Kote and Hunsur
tafuks and abour 79 wibal children are admiried in class 1, This organizacion
has also esablished a child labour rehabilitation school. In collaboration
with APF Bangaluru, it has organized e Namma Shaale programme in 20
mmu; ngdgok. In order 1o develop Jeadership qualities among the tribal
e, ) organizes m : ! it
R Tt rganizes programmes in schaols in collaboration with

LIVING INSPIRATION FOR TRIBALS (LIFT)

This NGO helps the tribals ro pursue cheir education and promores healds
education. Wih the assistance of LIFT, two individuals complesed Diplosa
in Education (ID.Fd) und Girl Health Assistant Course, respectively, About
27 individuals adopred family planning following persuasion by LIFT,
thongh this s noe advisible for the PYTGs ar this atage. The LIFT supported

Ihe Jenn Kursbne, Nl Kuvaba urd Kattunayakion a7

20 children o join high school and another six childsen join graduation
LT akso suppormed six individuals in mking up apriculore.

SWAMI VIVEXANANDA YOUTH MOVEMENT (VM)

SVYM’s main objective is to enhance community awareneds on developmenal
issues with special emphasis on women’s empowerment among all people and
people belonging to mibes. In the year 1988, SVYM starced Vivekananids
Tribal Centre for Learning o impare education In Kannada medinm. As
of now 234 children have successfully complered SSLC and same of them

e new employed in various sectors. Under the Community Development
Servioe (CDS), SVYM trained the jenu Kuruba womnen in Kebbepura frali o

muke cloth foldees, In 2007, Rs. 45,760 were earned by the women by selling
732 cloch folders. , »

The SYYM has formed 33 SHGs among the Jenu Kuruba mainly o take
up income generating activities. The Jenu Kuruba women were trmined
file making and ASTRA stoves (Jow-cost, eco-friendly, energy-efficient kilna/
chudads) and Incense-stick making. The Jenu Kuruba men were traincd x
masons for construaiing wilets, and beick making, The Jenu Kuruba persons
numbering 28 in Hosahalli, Kebbepurt and Golur Aed? were crained in
susainable and scientific hovey harvesting.

That apart, 85 local SHG membens amended free vocational training
programmes {n electronbes, motor rewinding, agerbatss making, screell
printing, basic compurters and a vardety of other markemable skills orpanizal
by the RUDSET Institute, Mysore. Ope Jenu Kursha woman received o
sewing machioe from RUDSET. Abour 20 wibal women were trained in Guie
foor-mar production at the Kateiataka Seate Colr Development Cotparation,
‘The SHGs of Kebbepura hudr raised bank loan of Rs. 50,000 for agriculuny
aid home maintetance. In order to mobilize the eribal youth, the SVYM
Iias formed 3 Vivelananda Seva Dul for solving own village problems and acy
= a bridge berween the govestument and one’s community, Many Seva [l
units ase working with local schools o improve attendanice among studenis
and theee Seva Daly are dnvolved in micro lending acrivicies among their
community membees. One Seva Dal unit onganized a traditional healer’s
worksliop, Some 10 trbal youth were employed with che Orange Councy

Resort in Coorg as howsekeeping staff.
Health Statay

Almost always che Jenu Kuruba resort wo indigenous herbd medicines than o
Allopathic medicines, They first consult their medicine men foe any aliment,
Mijor diseases dhat the Jenu Kuruba people suffer are warer-borne diseases
Ike diareboca and dyseneery and alibarne diseases such as chicken pox
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and measles. Wild animals and snakes also staack them as they work guite
often in intéthw foneses Skin diseises are common amaong them. Owing 1o
their decp-rooted faith in eraditional medicing, both the givvernmens and
the NGO find ¢ hard o morivare them to try allopathic medicines. The
SVYM establishexd a huspital ar Sarsgur in H.D. Kote tafik and the mobile
medical units artached to this hospital pay regular visio o the Jenu Karubs
sexthements In the Taluk. ‘The moblle unit coulé wescli 28 of the 47 Jenu
Ruruba sectlements in H.1Y. Kote saluk, The baspital sualf periodically vish
the Jenu Kunuba setdements and identify pregnant und lactasing women
and pravide support o them, Eincrgency cases of pregnancy are trested
at Sarugur hospital. Tubeeculosis and other major discises amony the Jenn
Kunuba, are treated and managad by providing medicines regulady, BOG
vaccitanions 1o childeen are given pesiodically. Health camps for casaract
qu:l eye infectiony are conduciad ofien. During the yesr 20089, the mobile
unit ercared as many as 2,360 men and 3,535 wonien, a wdtal of 5,915
paticats which incecased gradually w0 2,458 men 30d 4,111 women, a toral
of 6,569 patrerits during, the vew 2011-12.

The coude binthi and deads rates ase 36.8 and 22.5 por 100D persons,
respectiveiy. A mumber of deaths nre mainly due ro conflict with the wild
animaly in the forese Infanr mottaling, viz., 105 per 1,000 live binky |s
fonned @0 be high among the Jen Kuruba compared to that of the stuge of
Karnataka (74 per 1,000 live biedhs), '

Development Initiacive In Tamil Nadu

A vast niajority (9528 percent) of dhe people among the fenu Kurabs, called
heze by die vorm Karunapakan in Tamil Nada par of the t6i-junction, make
2 living 4 daily wage kbources. Only 2 meagre percentage (016 per cont)
u:.employpd in govemment sexvices, that 100 In lemporary jobs like foree
Wm mn };o;:muicnr tibal residenrial school, ete. '

: of the Kanayakun howshikls scems 1o have been
benefited by the bousing achemes of the governocnt; although the qualisy of
the hedises constructed are poot. Abaut 5185 pér cent of them five In tled
houses and 14.01 per cene luve concrese mof fior theie houses. Abour 341§
per <ent of them continue 10 live in unsafe thagched hurs. Fyven sfter the
trdess cffores of she local governmens utharities, 360 of the 521 households
e devoid of elecrricity and goly 261 bouses are provaded with elecrricity
cwnnevtion. It is reporred thar the main ntkson for not prosiding elecrricity
b that the sextlentents are focaned within the proction sone for the wild
animaks in the Mudomatal Willife Sanciuary. The Forest Departiment i ever
gt cfocate them o L fiinges of the forest arcas, entcing them wish the
[arnise that ebécrriciny wnd yeher facilivies could be provided o therm ome
thoy ane oieimde the neseree farea. Thee logic of thie Fivest Phepuenient ippears

Thw Jenw Kurwda: Kool Kumedit aonnd Nantunupaditn 1L

ior b seli-defesting a5 accommodations of the fore persned, coneits awl
visitoe's facitities ate locared very e inside the satctonty with alf e bas
amenithes inedueling elecaicicy.

As Far as drinking worer Is concernpd, moge than hall of them, Le 6204
prer cont seill degternd on wells and sireans for denking water Only 3150 v
cendt of the pepulation lave wap water facility in cheir hambeo. The hesddy anad
winieation programine & Aot 2 sory of sucoes in Katunayakan seideminn
as baredy 0,96 per cene of their howseholds have toilews,

Avast mzjority — 93,40 per cent — do not possess the title deed (nerea) b
their homertead fand and anly 6.60 per cenc of them hold ditle deeds. Ao
tall of them, Le, 53,47 per cent have obsiined commitnity certifiates jml
thie némaining 48.83 per con ate yet o gee them. Nearly; 79.55 per con have
teceived their ration carls and 76:63 per cent cheir voter identity Gaeds bur 4
vast majorisy, Le, 95,69 per cent of them do not own the tribal (dentty cand
issued by the Tribal Welfare Direatonite. _

As Gz as the Incation of the achopls is conceroed, 46 of the wul 59
sertiernenss have schuole sioared ar 3 distance of 1 co 5 km. Theoe of the
wrticments have school within the fad, Bar 38 of the 59 sendeaun. o
lsealth centre ix located a¢ 2 distance of 145 km and 13 seetlements have
a heslih centre ar 3 distance of 6-10 km. One of the 59 sculements has o
Primary Heakth Centre situsted within ir.

Iz may be noted here thar even after hundred years of the descriptions of the
Karvmayakan by Gopulan Nair in 1911, the living scndards of these peopls
have hardly imaroved, A noviceable change is thay while their setdomen
wege previonsly surrounded by paddy fields, now there 2re banans, arccr
and ather cash crop plantations, Atmast all the Karmnayakan people luave
trecome labowrery in these plantagions in their same living ageas which an now
‘owned” by orhers. The migrants from Calicur and Travancore hive takien over
mast of the lands from the local communitics. On the adbser band rosriction
lave slso been imposed o Kartunayakan and other forest dwelling il
conununisics in sccessiag the traditonally svailable forest fesources, resulting
I wnal dependence of all these trlbal communities on plangion leboe
Spending by the governmens and devclopmental activities of the NGO i
hardly broughs any qualitative change in the 1ife of the Kamunayakan people
ay well ax the arhes tribes of thiy arca,

Development Initatives in Kerala

I the Kerals purr of the tri-junction, the fiterdcy tare of thiv reibe in 1996
7w per the Saicio Eeonamic Survey win 20,77 per cent. Ashiram schools
were Tunctioming ar Nootpycha, Wayanad disericr. and Manjeri. Mallapuram
istrker. e thie Karumavakan clildren, including the Cholambchan
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The Sacio-Economic Survey of 2006-7 reported the prevalence of anaemia,
&mmmmm.mmmfm&.mm
the Karrunayakan of Kesala: The Socio-Economic Survey of 1996-7 had
.ldcmib?d 38 cases of tuberculosis amd 4 leprosy patienis, Nearly, 52 per cent
o the Karrunayulan people do noc have heabth care fuciides witkin 3 kon,
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Field Visit and Observation

The Cholkulikuni serdement of Noolpuzha Gram Panchayas is amribal hamlc
inhabited by the Karunayakan people. There asc a totad of 48 howssholds
who have besa given precs houses by the ITDP office, This selement i
sinuared Inside the farest, 5 km away from Natkastl town where the Tribal
Extemsion Offics {TEQ) is situated and sbout 18 ke from Sulan Bathery,
ie. the TTDP office. A giel ssudent who passed 12th standard fram the Rajiv
Gandli Ashram School, Kallur, simared 4 km away from Naikuerd, TEO),
malnly established for the Katmnayakan eribal communiry, became the
Scheduled Tribe promotec of this village.

The schwool (Est-12ch standard) has a websize, i.c. www.rgmrhsspealpua,
arividam org. The toral strengrh of teaching staff is 12 and non-reaching safl
is 17 inchuding the pincipal. All the 446 wudens of Kattunaicken com:
muriry are aceommixdaced in 3 free hostel funded by the ceneral and waie
governments. The hostel is now under renovation and it s obseeved thar it
is overcrowded and the drinking waeer facility is inadequate, Recentdy the
PHC doctor sent a ssmple of the water for analysis (o the Regional Analyvical
Laboratory, Kothikode and the repoces were not up to the mark. A new hosted
building was constructed bur [t is nor property equipped with facllities and
huas remained un-utilized by the school authorities. The AnSI rescarcher who
visized Kerala camne across many complaings against the school authoriey,

‘The main health problem faced by these peaple are an account of chewing
tohacco and drinking liquor which has made their life miseruble, Acconding
(@ the docror of PHC, Naikud, the oibaf people are strondiog the medical
camps, conducted by the PHC. Anather serions problem is thae they we
idisctant ta Jook after or care fo1 thelr eidedy people. Ay it o noticed, the 1
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persons are admitted 16 the hospital, bur there is no one wo attend e diem.
Whenever the PHC chlosinates the water, the tribal people acfuse to drink
due to the smell of chiorine.

A project officer/leader is appointed for the development of the PVTGs.
Under the PVTG project, a PVTG Cell was escablished s Mazch 2012
by Deparcment of Scheduled Tribe Development. Minisery of SC & ST,
Gavernment of Kerala, o the KIRTADS Campus, Kozhikode,

"The sectoral officess were appainted in each Block headquarrer recently in
the year 2012, They are yet to escablish 3 full-Redged office in this black. 'The
PVIG cell is atrached nosmally to the Tribal Development Officer (TDO)
office of every block. The TDO informed that separate schemes for PYTG
groups would be implemented only from dhis year.

While discussing with the TDO, Mananthavady, le was learnt tha the
Scheduled Tribe Promovess are ermplayed in the Panchayat waed Jevel oo help
the ST groups, get sceew 1o developmenial progrummes, The promoters are
betng paid a eemuneration of Rs. 4,000 per month. Their appainmments are
wmporary for 3 period of one year. There ace 134 such ST promorers in
Mananthavady wiuk and 300 in Wapanad districe Selection of Scheduled
‘Iribe promoters is made by the Directonne of Scheduled Trbe Developrent,
"Thiravananthapram, on the eriteria of having passed 10th standand,

The T of Mananthavady, Sulthan Bachery and Kalpew blocks. of
Wayanad districe are che various cenues responsible for the development
of the Kamumaicken tribe av these thiee blocks in Wayanad districe are
dominated by this tribal community, Education, housing and healch care,
programmes for rehabiliation of wibal families, and income generating,
and poverty alleviadion programmics are the wreas of focus. Besides these the
department has 3 nodsl role in monitoring the tibal developmens projects
and programmes implemented by other departments, local governmenrs and
voluneary organizations.

A few Kaveunayakan families have bienefited from various housing schemes
and it is observed thar housss construcred for them are of low quality and
withgut considering their noed and ecologicat conditions. Every construceed
howse has been modified hy the rribal people by extending the kitchen o the
back and leaving the lacrine unused In order to adhere to their norms. A few
families have made use of the financial supporr of the development schenses
and started rearing domeszic animals. '

Since 1980 KIRTADS (Kerala Instituee for Research, Training und
Development Studies of SC & 8T), which was eadier known as the Tribal
Reséarch and Training Ceatre (TR & TC) was an instituce working among
the ST and SC of Kerala state and organizing training programmes for dhe
tribal people, especially the youth, in order 1o promore wribal developmient,
A large aumber of medicine men were encouraged by stengehening dieir

traditional pracrice of et medicine by this inssoee

I froste Kurwine, haclu Kernb aud Katswmopilyer R4

(onclusion

Phe Jeru Kuruba and Kattunayakan are one and che sime wibe living in the
tri-junction uea of three sates, vi., Kerala, Karnarakit und Tamil qun. Thse
sites came into existence in 1956 bue the Jenu Kuruba/Katniniyakan were
living in their echolc boundary for bundreds of years and stace housndaries
have nio refevance for them, Their idendry is- apparently misused by othur
communities having title ‘Nayakan', etc. There is a ncc_d w check this.
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