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The dramatic rise in forest fires in Karnataka, India, could have been prevented by
Indigenous forestry methods developed in part to prevent large-scale blazes, say
members of the local Soliga tribe. These techniques halt the spread of the lantana
plant, a highly flammable invasive species that has been cited by officials as a key
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element in the destructiveness of the fires. Most recent

The Soliga are forbidden by law from using their centuries-old practice of controlled

litter fires, called Taragu benki, to manage lantana’s spread and help nurture the forest in Kenya government illegally evicts
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Karnataka state officials have cited the lack of modern fire-fighting methods and are
focusing on a tech-centred approach to fire safety. However, Madegowda C, a tribal
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placed to tackle the issue:
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fires be controlled... Soligas have the knowledge on fire control techniques and they are

experts in forest fire control, so the forest department need to involve Soligas in fire
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The Soliga’s position is backed by Survival International, the global movement for tribal
peoples’ rights. The organisation is championing a new approach to conservation that
puts tribal peoples at its heart. It is campaigning for the rights of India’s tribal people to
continue to live in, manage and protect their forest homes.

Many experts maintain that banning tribal practices such as Taragu benki harms
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conservation.
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According to Survival’s Director Stephen Corry: “Like all tribal peoples, the Soliga are
experts at looking after their environment, having built up vast botanical and zoological

knowledge over hundreds of years.

“It’s no coincidence that after conservationists banned the Soliga from carrying out
controlled burning, the invasive lantana weed spread throughout the tribe’s forests. The
result? A devastating rise in forest fires.

“It’s yet more evidence that proves tribal peoples are better at looking after their

environment than anyone else.”

Donate

Jobs

Financials

Privacy & Cookies
Contact

A 501(c)(3) organization
Tax ID 26-3208869
Charity no. 267444

© 2001 - 2023

All rights reserved

Deutsch
Espafiol
Francais
Italiano
Nederlands
Portugués
Hindi

Odia

Connect with us
f vy O
Jd

years

Offices in Berlin,
London, Madrid, Milan,
Paris and San Francisco


https://www.survivalinternational.org/
https://www.survivalinternational.org/info/work
https://www.survivalinternational.org/info/annualreview
https://www.survivalinternational.org/info/privacy
https://www.survivalinternational.org/info/contact
https://www.survivalinternational.de/
https://www.survival.es/
https://www.survivalinternational.fr/
https://www.survival.it/
https://www.survivalinternational.nl/
https://www.survivalbrasil.org/
https://www.survivalinternational.in/hi
https://www.survivalinternational.in/or
https://www.survivalinternational.org/donate
https://www.facebook.com/survival
https://www.twitter.com/survival
https://www.youtube.com/survivalintl
https://www.instagram.com/survivalinternational
https://www.tiktok.com/@survivalinternational

