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UOTAWithout internal reservation, ST quotas fail
the most excluded

There is no legal bar preventing internal reservations
within the ST category.
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In the cluttered noise of electoral politics and policy debates, the voices of forest-
dwelling Adivasi communities in Karnataka have long been drowned out—by
design, not by accident. The state government’s decision to introduce internal
reservation for Scheduled Castes (SCs), ostensibly in the interest of social justice,
raises a pressing question: Why does this commitment stop short when it comes
to Scheduled Tribes (STs), particularly the forest-dependent, numerically small,

and structurally excluded Adivasi communities?

Home | India | Karnataka | Opinion | World | Business | Sports | Video | Entertainment | DH Specials
Newsletters ePaper

My Account

https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4ifN6AYlULZASc7V3S
https://www.facebook.com/deccanherald
https://twitter.com/DeccanHerald
https://www.instagram.com/deccanherald/
https://www.youtube.com/deccanherald
https://t.me/DeccanHeraldNews
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion
https://www.deccanherald.com/tags/operation-sindoor
https://www.deccanherald.com/news-shots
https://www.deccanherald.com/explainers
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-bengaluru-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/trending
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-photos
https://www.deccanherald.com/dhbrandspot
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C1wUXs-8qaIj2BaXtxtYPquvPWYPag5p_ypG30PkT29keEAEg0dOVmwFgufC_gNgBoAHdt5uoPsgBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoEkwNP0H0AdepuXcuCewOxb1Tfkh2d7TuUMIZpIk37uWZ0jWkzTRJ0ExjMjmdBs1bcUARotsBPciVYndaMnGf_vmy4dpmEN81SpA5O6xays79FDq6qxS4dg4N-5A5_s7WCRhMmCWplvcaHAFKTuijgz5woHH56WsLeudyCYYQV0yhpUA7FbG-gUX3tvdUG2Qn8BCpixbtPZlTGXC1XZKiASToK_ZdiQtZdnzoTIrf7iDmTB4wQ54f0CyXMohgFml-S3__NeGJyuYdbSHFES3EpVqrPYlatg41H6sJffJV2dqsiCDSmiZbCrzOn5x_-L1FhVPQ3olwNYRvFaoJ8cQXbP9RObE1uRTA4nezvbFLFQNsHr27WAFM3bvTshSSVBM6XZfXMq4Z9GmOpgZoYpMikWStU7kb8vMAm2G7K_pZdNvAWV_3TVi9BYdc90vjb9fyG6AEhBS8I4T3zLOEl17yt8nkdNNn-n5Svv3y1jLk0xTPrSgJqpBH_HfKxmHTpCgqVoveQ7Ij9XyM9kjaAikpCKvRZcWDDwASKqrm8mQXgBAGIBeWpk4VToAYCgAfd7-uHGagH1ckbqAfZtrECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIILAiA4YAQEAEYnQEyAqoCOg6AwAOAgISAgJSu4AOgAUi9_cE6WKywmMCSr40DsQk4NIFXpiDDUIAKA5gLAcgLAaoNAkJFyA0B4g0TCMWAmcCSr40DFaW20QQdqvUzC-oNEwi2yZnAkq-NAxWlttEEHar1MwvwDQPYEwzQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXJxgBKiMyMjkwMjgwOTE4MC9BVERfRENIL0FURF85NzB4MjUwX0FYVLoXAjgBshgFGAIiAQDQGAHoGAE&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyJuawJKvjQMVpbbRBB2q9TMLEAEYASAAEgKzEfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTwDZpuyzHBOn4CzFmhH6VYcnCEp6afuNEuKwf_d5LzkDUTIJTQPhOHYcK1WIyoF55AvmT-rifkOWzvPoJjREcBpQDzCFF04HmRHQwhqh4JoYAQ&sig=AOD64_252EYAFJadjGXczIWWRSp6FGsJwg&client=ca-pub-7428382839076813&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://activity.simple-life-app.com/walking%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_content%3DCIA%7CHowMuchCharacter_WalkingFemme_REW_Image_MK746_970x250_EN_2_030325%26placement%3Dwww.deccanherald.com%26campaign_id%3D22290945253%26adgroup_id%3D178636346634%26ad_id%3D737271250230%7C%26utm_campaign%3DWW_EN_GDN_AllDev_CIA_Near_WalkingGS_Web_CPA_260225%26gad_source%3D5
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AdhHJEQ-v1vYIUGB4CrgHxcVwxy2nGGJwDeze7XjyvY8VP_pbM9bhYsUD4bVAEs8Ej59xUoIZ_uPqWoG3CPo3xg0go5jxpt77GIeFiMLrOJqYuhR5gWJvY0XnjjX4Fno1u70lObxp6LarOiVZ_jfZ6KS93r3FuvSS8yRyk20r5ea18C5E4x7VJ7SIsYpWRwBfW_773LZ9Fj6KjIovWT6EVB9O1JVXcbBxsp08hzTY66wUgeqYKWrw4-I426YTmGxKzmIBxcXhLkmO_ZlRB_cJp7rpm8xK_EA7D3cvx2ZuEyy2-Cl5YRoOMZsPiim59Wbqa3ZG6kjm_DTzmThNEpurluaK4jlctSXFSzYWoCpHIwHu4JO1eZSbbyXcyAvr1MxUF6leGJuc83L9W6ytJQOhnuu5B-70NsOjGZE7UzueRQOmRsQrEUSgmg-vNlwqp_0RCwAfk6TY07rQJPx356qHLwYv-JV2G2_Q9dEYgLMvDiSgLSox_wZ0yfaiLzOcxznpN42GL-fckiFZiveuEpTDVB4-XV2GRZGbrPrFJdLNvvF7yb0I5v-klmCCNY0m6e_C2f-Ku6hkjdcct-r9MQ8bOskjCsIemQ3IhHqceQMRWmwBCDtmDE-jnVz5l4xoRUYWJzkVcmEqRMYckXzRJQ8Dm3hPmCulMjMz5RY1bPEmJvr3CDOHNaMcFxrrR3DMiwJuR1lzwdWQJeGKAQFjMMhNSL-oq-IBsEZNExUuVrOmySVj3hQqOibYAG6mqyE3h6yswrsZD-2sNNa599xduxePg9sc1ixl48qdTCGSxxuI4Kyaa6S7m1d9Mimp1g1SJ_O0fK-xwP2Af-TGqsu0PS4Ar7xogPOioGOyEGFYwo8hX_FcDVEhhEU7wI5NH0xrn5nGGlDD91TH1IhzjSIIjmn2UYhuRmXuADUFKxUwshfxFv8-pYIT0RpjUX_ex68U9JRRxi2IVoxlT8fPI2CBkj5xucYc0FXXtgiM_fQnj1b7e7_dLZOJMHJ2QDBsPpoEjgkxE-_sK6nXRDGOBig8zw9uDG7Ms19OMdJMiAZkaLxiUmApt0BbCp6k5Hff_n2vcpDx4nzoGcL4linQvkJk8SXX0I5EM3xjhiN0lZt2msu3ijA4eMGtabUZW0SFlIZVEcxFgQF6EoiEs1fAe5cr11sO6ozBpfXYnwHny0k3dA2l4JVFAxqIFrikqA0ffF1lfD5fbs0kS-bu823W1bp2i7lIjBmfkM3OXQDrfdlZj_wv-VlNzjRSN6lMbReFD7mVO5Lc-KhE2XhQ89OgG2mAeURySicgYKY5Nczc9zrVWLQaO8obEHGd3rmeSDT-lIuKZLoOT2K7TZSOxeR6WWU9hGTGIKIg4AsyhSZCY0lpGK8Cg8y-fKISq8PBkMGlrAE0djhoDvturc2IPh0yfUY3l4S2Bw_oi2AaNARc6fhMYKfzzm_3dFlkYjoTBNCz5u9QIuOE2ZyCCiovZi-XrH44FcjUy_jGlyHlnaE54QjIN1icdmMKg5ryYsevC-R1371vuNmKPJi-h1__FnupkM1wq3CWZGonbTJLZzyIcFEzbpXQRPaW5rzU0GSziwM8xX_X0_0aLIGrnFs9sM-wlNFG2mrM3u8EkWKqH9mqpCXr0YtrOZQmE4DGCe4D1YVJbqy7VvvlPIj_Ft-m5R13rsdUPpiN62wjdfhtEjOIXnOh1s-nsGTTYssp-bP8DQYBEACJinn8oHIq3Zn9SDYrG3MMTjl8uYpaOfkwqzsqtRH0hN86K5ow_tZbP7anuuAeDLSXqZU2gHvSe6zSxeh04dLG4eXJe1ZGLPe8FuPdVj4WIqg9Wedz8soRzls_CvYphW1fAG5sYsXK_441suMkg3InWcLZr2FCGWbbQK2hhqvTbVvAiRPEYUKI-qYhD1Fj6Lq4QIxq5B9EOPw_t5epB2Td_lWT76-CILfeFOcqLipeO0eQSWPUI5dcFDi2rSpdVxYwEMEzBf86iDaoaYB7f_m3GGk1UnzuX6zhU7fLmBe4oTAZ1uv9NYsuOP8Nzd5MSog-yfbXhYaK4jaDqUIKI9G0M4Y2nfaWgj4w0dn3ibcEfB8WHt-GpSEDFA3gS9cHINkPFcIvG0PMvskyyM02v7UiaKHdG-4V0jAmrzkDSWbVrfLpSCMdz8B894wStpAP56Z9rO5at2sWSWY7kFMmkjXORxrja25o76MeLBoNSwzP-X4zB-zduMSOEvzWvByiVUGmxrQb0RICwmUvmfno4Tg8nIVufq0MlTl2fU30myPabpRItpjBX8E0GV81DzLIHzxKoPZhN37Z5r2pAAbT_zXT7hQCQL3VWJlkjkACfkR319E62v0-IWDlS4wiXH8L8gR9i1G5Jl0HAZ5BnDA8-y-addToAVR4xoOCal8bY_CobIlUqzsdTtiLurAv6ulQQtqmFYsDU16Z1753jKBMt-A-fEiRLySr6tRLgP8X0X3n-4IudoBjlEJIWPF1jbkUmjd0YQmpJDfP5_SpIskUCT8vw&opi=122715837
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4ifN6AYlULZASc7V3S
https://news.google.com/publications/CAAiEI68v2DwwAsSi23iz1Ps7aAqFAgKIhCOvL9g8MALEott4s9T7O2g?ceid=IN:en&oc=3&hl=en-IN&gl=IN
https://www.deccanherald.com/author/krishnamurthy-k-v
https://www.deccanherald.com/world/south-africas-president-to-challenge-trump-on-afrikaner-refugees-3546834
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/supreme-court-to-hear-plea-seeking-fir-against-justice-yashwant-varma-in-cash-row-3546932
https://www.deccanherald.com/world/trump-to-speak-to-putin-on-end-to-war-in-ukraine-as-europeans-demand-ceasefire-3546958
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/himachal-pradesh/hp-water-rising-in-mandis-pandoh-dam-flash-floods-block-sansari-thirot-road-in-lahaul-spiti-3546833
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-india-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-karnataka-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-opinion-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/world
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-business-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-sports-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-videos-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-entertainment-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-specials
https://www.deccanherald.com/newsletters
https://epaper.deccanherald.com/
Werner Soors
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/without-internal-reservation-st-quotas-fail-the-most-excluded-3542950



ADVERTISEMENT

DH PICKS

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

There is no legal bar preventing internal reservations within the ST category. On
the contrary, the Supreme Court of India has left such decisions to the discretion
of state governments. Then why has Karnataka chosen to ignore Adivasis, whose
claims are among the most compelling? This is by no means a call for charity; it
is a demand for rightful access to the promises of our Constitution. For decades,
numerically dominant communities within the ST category have
overwhelmingly cornered the benefits of reservation.

Of the 50 Scheduled Tribes in Karnataka, a single community (listed as No 38 in
the ST schedule) accounts for over 77% of the ST population. That means 32.96
lakh out of Karnataka’s total 42.48 lakh, according to the 2011 census. The
remaining 49 tribal communities, including Jenu Kuruba, Soliga, Iruliga, and
Paniya, together make up barely 10 lakhs. Among these, there are 28 tribal
communities with populations under 1,000. At least 21 of them have fewer than
500 members. Forest-based communities such as the Iruliga, Kudiya, Paniya, Jenu
Kuruba, and others remain almost entirely absent from even the lowest
government jobs in Group C and D jobs. More than seven decades after the
introduction of reservations, these communities have seen little to no benefit.

Also Read: The Tuesday Interview | 'Unlike state surveys, caste count under Census
Act will carry legal sanctity'

Also Read: The Tuesday Interview | 'Unlike state
surveys, caste count under Census Act will carry
legal sanctity'

This is not merely a policy failure — it is a continuing humanitarian crisis. In
2025, villages in Chamarajanagar district like Keredimba and Kokkabare received
electricity for the first time. Incredibly, this means our villages got or are getting
electricity 125 years after power came to Karnataka. In Kodagu, Mysuru, and
Ramanagara districts, Adivasi families still drink water from stagnant rock
crevices, cook on firewood outside leaf huts, and lack basic documents like
Aadhaar cards, caste and income certificates.
The idea of competing for government jobs is a distant dream when survival
itself is in question.

And yet, as Adivasis, we are told we must wait. Wait for research studies,
commissions, and expert recommendations; while other numerically dominant

South Africa’s president to challenge Trump
on Afrikaner refugees

Supreme Court to hear plea seeking FIR
against Justice Yashwant Varma in cash row

Trump to speak to Putin on end to war in
Ukraine as Europeans demand ceaseMre

HP: Water rising in Mandi's Pandoh dam;
Qash Qoods block Sansari-Thirot road in
Lahaul-Spiti

Shop online of kom langs

Nu winkelenEldi.be

Most Read Latest News

KIA railway station lies deserted,
ticket counters unmanned

17 May 2025, 23:58 IST

Weekly Horoscope – May 18 to
May 23, 2025: Check horoscope
for all sun signs
17 May 2025, 20:33 IST

IMF slaps 11 new conditions on
Pak, warns of risks from India
tensions
18 May 2025, 09:35 IST

CJI Gavai displeased over
protocol lapse during Mrst visit to
Maharashtra after taking o^ce
19 hours ago

Today's Horoscope – May 19,
2025: Check horoscope for all sun
signs
14 hours ago

Breakthrough in EU-UK deal
talks in major reset of ties post
Brexit
38 minutes ago

Explained | UK-EU Summit: What
to know as o^cials gather to talk
defense, trade and more
4 hours ago

Explained | What a prostate
cancer diagnosis like Biden's
means for patients
4 hours ago

Bengaluru drug cases drop as
cops tweak strategy

13 hours ago

https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-picks
https://www.deccanherald.com/world/major-reset-in-ties-as-eu-and-uk-reach-tentative-agreement-ahead-of-summit-3546969
https://www.deccanherald.com/world/explained-uk-eu-summit-what-to-know-as-officials-gather-to-talk-defense-trade-and-more-3546835
https://www.deccanherald.com/health/explained-what-a-prostate-cancer-diagnosis-like-bidens-means-for-patients-3546809
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/bengaluru/bengaluru-drug-cases-drop-as-cops-tweak-strategy-3546543
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/unlike-state-surveys-caste-count-under-census-act-will-carry-legal-sanctity-3525864
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/unlike-state-surveys-caste-count-under-census-act-will-carry-legal-sanctity-3525864
https://www.deccanherald.com/https://www.deccanherald.com/india/unlike-state-surveys-caste-count-under-census-act-will-carry-legal-sanctity-3525864
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CEe1D7O8qaOPfI5rV0_wPx-nQ6QKb4rHDfvq1hJSpFNvZHhABINHTlZsBYLnwv4DYAaABwPzd4QLIAQLgAgCoAwHIAwiqBJ8DT9CaqV4QzypeNzvxm8JD2EsmPW1n8daodWIS7Jo36eeJkLEyp_NiKGkjoCNqA17usdLTvYq5RwMf8wV7DWzf9ofnFF3lGyJJ5W0UZ93cs2jIzZKY4BOfwn5zfWVASsqBc4L_VGaJd3xHXYYVzcC_bd8BBPFguPc4SDiMkacVAEWUQ4Q2I-sHs_HGP21sxurf_5WmKELSOE2_UjaTtan863lh7uwPljaFYqs-7G6QtNjeI-aP2wONqINzBrazLMskBg8ByGiZG5LHq36Q2VY5Q3xex-GDsylfsSUxbGhfWLSOCAmzdxKJxJiKK6Xb5q7cXCvxhECtz2BzVxhNDN-r3P0MPl0quD0rqW5sTg4lO7H_x_WD5ln87_SCRWSI46uVMUrDG1PsxxxnSgLJas3Pdth8nBU3fakwXLJqiiiNIXFli2HnL98DYuVYoZGlAP_aTWnRCj_UMG9pczDDJMuUYZO_FezHMT6UEr-KUuhO6fZpAhvBkmcnWEyXBSRnDSC9FpddAW9J3M4MJsQTrlcgXwHu35gJ57Cderpd4PILWMAEis2Hj_IE4AQBiAXeubXlT6AGAoAHqIOingGoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH4L2xAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCCwIgOGAEBABGJ0BMgKqAjoOgMADgICEgICUruADoAFIvf3BOljwyM3bkq-NA7EJJ-6I_zZc3CeACgOYCwHICwGqDQJCRcgNAeINEwixhc7bkq-NAxWa6pQJHcc0NC3qDRMI1crO25KvjQMVmuqUCR3HNDQt8A0D2BMM0BUBmBYByhYCCgD4FgGAFwGyFycYASojMjI5MDI4MDkxODAvQVREX0RDSC9BVERfMzAweDI1MF9BWFS6FwI4AbIYBRgCIgEA0BgB6BgB&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI44XP25KvjQMVmuqUCR3HNDQtEAEYASAAEgLjtfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTwDZpuyzJgWKlu_kqrwUTaVrUksIgHRn1rCKoACeQZyLC-xG5CbtwgGnXFrS7lwdhhSBeKClyamzPxphpv-r884AF3AFhgFqpeWEwR9ug5EYAQ&sig=AOD64_2Lp362RK_2KAkeRQqszT34fB_dFQ&client=ca-pub-7428382839076813&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://simple-life-app.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_content%3DIntent%7CCandles_FastingFemme_RES_Image_DP503_336x280_EN_3_280425%26placement%3Dwww.deccanherald.com%26campaign_id%3D21419089118%26adgroup_id%3D168072177290%26ad_id%3D750719821136%7C%26utm_campaign%3DEurope_EN_GDN_AllDev_Cia_Mix_BAUFunnel_Web_CPA_270624%26gad_source%3D5
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AdhHJEQd9G37Zqnv02pf2SjudyoMEff5TNM6sMn6L610bjj4_rIZQtNt0mdB1vxPdsPszTNdLi9qZ57f48c0kl2BKt-no3etc-2fzdd4RrHkaV0DyIdxW0xSQC27Ug7WeobbGG6KcDbieUZEszuQpIW7BlvjRb5Y5OZ_BDOBtJL3ws4VHW0yo-KQfhuCd0EUqSug8rANTzvXWeX4pUsvVelXkFApDzGlPL3nKUX8TaV3pcn8mwDnP3kV0XSA-Qtn5XUVcnb-ceJd1xr4W2tmxko9M_zfU9Dx_WTHoZPxWeYYaiDw94Z26C7Sm9BEDLQ16bBxkjvgWqmHAwo2DPSWbobDHVUVWqQhZZczUU6-O4W5Fhxz4qi8RBPkoPIWTIXaRmtlFLXb4gPYG2h4jpZJAIc4q3Gjcz1aW4mOEQwZg74yOdEy5TtNkLOblka_8plJS4nATKafYDpg3MjNVudV4-k27BKhZVI7npUr4a7Xu2tp-_-BrIBaZE9eQk1a2gDlLdAPJQbBxxDYe1CSApAJOQpEi8GoyvIxAWupXfsnx2lFt6-S_kbIomghIs6sfkMyeeCMI27fyu7gHx5ENg_-VkO261551fpK73PFHENP_L85BF9li2SgIjEpg4cdb1UDqG7oYvlCVcKo0mSfoQfDHeBu2OvR5530LkqOydO9NTQzk83_7mGcpIWvZdeUZN1Kf2cZJ-QxnsuCjEoSfoZeSqlrf3chgUnG29YhqIxmKp0Q48lbm_pBX6nD7q5OIirm3x25tyb4YSN9Lfd1dA2rw9c47JFTiAbZl3FoVMBDsKIKHsgZru0UzkSWskAQwYbSBinpnhaeT--IL4D7J4kq1cU1K_tNf58b7-0MldRVbdiMzjosM1BMsQ2_ykWEvTrNQ8kocNqE2ikoF6bxaEKC9ZIyV3t6mkDgGjqyMVjt12vFwjWsTcgg0Wkd9DIUGDx7xMBcWiflofObxVonoF6jo5iFT1rN968zPtYuSIGCr5C1SykKpeBD51z_jMohgqdBoqcciXFJZm38Y1-Efpyypk5L2WDwdEnNPhziyqbFg-D_YfneM3Udy0xfRnPZXyl49BWFu02cySQiW2wYC6zBxMvjpTsRidphzUNDI730NAxQgDHgdxxapYJJ5iPxgPjQgIdcjf3jxQsrZ0E-KMJ2jDNUVtmBI1zrI81rHbZSRg14Ub-LCC5Mn5C-j7xBSb2OFDe0H7GGDO2Uq0Z3mNfGYS9qMNJfjsf6bPTKKywpNJ3BmwOs8oyq4GYLlvJrBTC5v5AUiv5LxqZ1JzVrKvf78Hq7_q7D5SGpw64azD-4RS4N86VAagF5wYVZGAknGx1RmaKaYpmtNf1AumXiJso_9HRjLZmQTrFVMwiCmHvpA671effYXOrpGmwEjdzZwD2G5hAmf2awH4umj5kkPTZa5ohVjIffbcGUmgXZT8SLlsfEPLVmcZeJDr4XcOMhy75vhDMCQyR1daboMLuhmaO_zq8gL_WxQ_P4ZnMi2YK2IBxD4HmTNTpbcUQswCuFR9k4tiVbXMTtdkc90K4R0kiK2obaH8qNM291YxeB9TnxKUN0oR06rlAEpeQqC82spnQk1LpY3jBSSWnvRwcLBJJoaTKcNVYkGXpXpeiqibkVTDRPIXxN-m7j-3A52_6Q6fSv0FbHryZtLsCasuCHjg7AMyleyfsxxcMkgsI5nFdCHNo7mJ0n6AW0CkKnpx0orc_CU7Qy2D_IGohtUu62ToRXLXETB3Na7bIw582iYV5YdLab2R5awrzgyy99w8RRcLb9nK4S12w95akbDeurnVfdFYICl3B7lqrl_TAOD2tQFudk6_Yzcvtt7JwbO7Ur1pDMeYjryGePeNIc-KoUwOcfZK_sAy6ovaHBeh2Qd4RYyr0HBT6nJ1ybr_T3ZOA2t1QDca14Gg_5eyf9AAwPem_aLdM3dGPLU62gzKlQ3XuAYlUci1WCO4_kso6YQw52xdP1fcaf5pwsyvWa2GJVB45FoZZ4kM3ISRA-KXbCqc4f3hSPMP420zU3_oVT_kaE1Irzwn6DnZBy4o1Y2QnQRPWxXX1rFba1chXaD6HziaruaZ1kNMSK28-myQ4Ey0nia8fciWLKwLYbqR_N5MZcqwkERi_beloZFca-dS-X2FuxTbfgD8tfHEPUFvFq7GYh6hdENkKWHi77bUIxkVBvfrgtGKONE8e6OTJD689gAn18klP_G0P9q1TERrfuAm62Fdh4PnXO7YMIQfmAT8d2Mvxe03piEDMcbzgckL6oqw3G0yjRBnQ3w6o52V6ztRa8jyl8Ae5VZOcXa0qmK6eI7dZcZO7tkjcEBX9Yo-4TnUfcVoyy3C8grvY9HVWN88DW1v_oBffaXaVPgqg73YCF_GVrVebQVjuPiklDX_AlAR7EeyRRCBsjOm8C7hoGJRc7-AINDw9VJisHhbCRlFPctX-GvmLtLcEk2C6Mce13eiUth7sjtmNvFc6jJq1vt0lYhkPMjD67_YzB6gDlsj1-poBROHx03nte&opi=122715837
https://www.deccanherald.com/world/south-africas-president-to-challenge-trump-on-afrikaner-refugees-3546834
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/supreme-court-to-hear-plea-seeking-fir-against-justice-yashwant-varma-in-cash-row-3546932
https://www.deccanherald.com/world/trump-to-speak-to-putin-on-end-to-war-in-ukraine-as-europeans-demand-ceasefire-3546958
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/himachal-pradesh/hp-water-rising-in-mandis-pandoh-dam-flash-floods-block-sansari-thirot-road-in-lahaul-spiti-3546833
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CnSOs6-8qaMPjKJCbqMwP2qeg4ATL4rKQf7ij18_5E9vZHhABINHTlZsBYLnwv4DYAaABuMeJ8ALIAQmpAqM5dXhVwrI-4AIAqAMByAMKqgSWA0_Q-ARNFdyx2DYK-ABUNeRMOPOQVsGEqQA5UbN-ynhe3OO8fVMyYOwl05lAbcAdmzIHo33VAUUSe6UwP7mm6yZJ8vXBupAdmVQ1TNOGwj3oDXED1oxbfjP2-PsFvhh3JKOYDwxA0rZDp4U2YKWAXuJjqRqPTAk6oRVpxRZ9K5KbCiRhbCOCG10b7yfHu_zvxIE8OUUuwwE_Br_h50i73KvG5Dh0xUpp3Kltq8RDOgdAHW32NkGBXvQuJHRGO-YWpx1mcaztFHkrPD_KT7QEtSquvIH4si7u1JN43YmRiohQZOVXApJjficsPnSR3VV0-sHq2uCCKkMunth5_Yib2wMEnR9d1jRtNzP8mMVaQ2rqCn8_eaEs7cqtl6nIT0QFRa7HTxkrNgPlNhz_KkXkRKFcbryLr938eBxmcS-ItacPRc9X8qr8Ji-MF5IcRSAEWxeuP-YJRKpTGx5GQVudX3kXY3b1y9S1hbCelr8ybSwC-xKfiwQooqMTAdiQD5a0k7GX3CdiXu7Xj60jf9Unom67Fb-B5JnABJbmqeCaBeAEAYgFqtmC8VKgBi6AB7C49o8BqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0ggsCIDhgBAQARidATICqgI6DoDAA4CAhICAlK7gA6ABSL39wTpY-9KV25KvjQOxCX2epBGeGCf5gAoDmAsByAsBgAwBqg0CQkXIDQHiDRMIoZCW25KvjQMVkA2KAx3aEwhM6g0TCIjaltuSr40DFZANigMd2hMITPANA9gTA4gUCdAVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcnGAEqIzIyOTAyODA5MTgwL0FURF9EQ0gvQVREXzMwMHgyNTBfQVhUuhcCOAGyGAkSAtRrGC4iAQDQGAE&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIg4WX25KvjQMVkA2KAx3aEwhMEAEYASAAEgI7rPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTwDZpuyzOoFQL-rN8VkcqhncyQd4ftZ4HMzUpskTZVWhvClvtd3uirM4M9-YaUBD9POC0nybJv10OfATwpJO6IaWg4q6JKZFY0vPFRoDDzcYAQ&sig=AOD64_2x-4D7nlFh5WqbhxxY9xPayPDVlg&client=ca-pub-7428382839076813&rf=4&nb=9&adurl=https://www.eldi.be/nl/%3Fgad_source%3D5
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CnSOs6-8qaMPjKJCbqMwP2qeg4ATL4rKQf7ij18_5E9vZHhABINHTlZsBYLnwv4DYAaABuMeJ8ALIAQmpAqM5dXhVwrI-4AIAqAMByAMKqgSWA0_Q-ARNFdyx2DYK-ABUNeRMOPOQVsGEqQA5UbN-ynhe3OO8fVMyYOwl05lAbcAdmzIHo33VAUUSe6UwP7mm6yZJ8vXBupAdmVQ1TNOGwj3oDXED1oxbfjP2-PsFvhh3JKOYDwxA0rZDp4U2YKWAXuJjqRqPTAk6oRVpxRZ9K5KbCiRhbCOCG10b7yfHu_zvxIE8OUUuwwE_Br_h50i73KvG5Dh0xUpp3Kltq8RDOgdAHW32NkGBXvQuJHRGO-YWpx1mcaztFHkrPD_KT7QEtSquvIH4si7u1JN43YmRiohQZOVXApJjficsPnSR3VV0-sHq2uCCKkMunth5_Yib2wMEnR9d1jRtNzP8mMVaQ2rqCn8_eaEs7cqtl6nIT0QFRa7HTxkrNgPlNhz_KkXkRKFcbryLr938eBxmcS-ItacPRc9X8qr8Ji-MF5IcRSAEWxeuP-YJRKpTGx5GQVudX3kXY3b1y9S1hbCelr8ybSwC-xKfiwQooqMTAdiQD5a0k7GX3CdiXu7Xj60jf9Unom67Fb-B5JnABJbmqeCaBeAEAYgFqtmC8VKgBi6AB7C49o8BqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0ggsCIDhgBAQARidATICqgI6DoDAA4CAhICAlK7gA6ABSL39wTpY-9KV25KvjQOxCX2epBGeGCf5gAoDmAsByAsBgAwBqg0CQkXIDQHiDRMIoZCW25KvjQMVkA2KAx3aEwhM6g0TCIjaltuSr40DFZANigMd2hMITPANA9gTA4gUCdAVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcnGAEqIzIyOTAyODA5MTgwL0FURF9EQ0gvQVREXzMwMHgyNTBfQVhUuhcCOAGyGAkSAtRrGC4iAQDQGAE&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIg4WX25KvjQMVkA2KAx3aEwhMEAEYASAAEgI7rPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTwDZpuyzOoFQL-rN8VkcqhncyQd4ftZ4HMzUpskTZVWhvClvtd3uirM4M9-YaUBD9POC0nybJv10OfATwpJO6IaWg4q6JKZFY0vPFRoDDzcYAQ&sig=AOD64_2x-4D7nlFh5WqbhxxY9xPayPDVlg&client=ca-pub-7428382839076813&rf=4&nb=0&adurl=https://www.eldi.be/nl/%3Fgad_source%3D5
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CnSOs6-8qaMPjKJCbqMwP2qeg4ATL4rKQf7ij18_5E9vZHhABINHTlZsBYLnwv4DYAaABuMeJ8ALIAQmpAqM5dXhVwrI-4AIAqAMByAMKqgSWA0_Q-ARNFdyx2DYK-ABUNeRMOPOQVsGEqQA5UbN-ynhe3OO8fVMyYOwl05lAbcAdmzIHo33VAUUSe6UwP7mm6yZJ8vXBupAdmVQ1TNOGwj3oDXED1oxbfjP2-PsFvhh3JKOYDwxA0rZDp4U2YKWAXuJjqRqPTAk6oRVpxRZ9K5KbCiRhbCOCG10b7yfHu_zvxIE8OUUuwwE_Br_h50i73KvG5Dh0xUpp3Kltq8RDOgdAHW32NkGBXvQuJHRGO-YWpx1mcaztFHkrPD_KT7QEtSquvIH4si7u1JN43YmRiohQZOVXApJjficsPnSR3VV0-sHq2uCCKkMunth5_Yib2wMEnR9d1jRtNzP8mMVaQ2rqCn8_eaEs7cqtl6nIT0QFRa7HTxkrNgPlNhz_KkXkRKFcbryLr938eBxmcS-ItacPRc9X8qr8Ji-MF5IcRSAEWxeuP-YJRKpTGx5GQVudX3kXY3b1y9S1hbCelr8ybSwC-xKfiwQooqMTAdiQD5a0k7GX3CdiXu7Xj60jf9Unom67Fb-B5JnABJbmqeCaBeAEAYgFqtmC8VKgBi6AB7C49o8BqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0ggsCIDhgBAQARidATICqgI6DoDAA4CAhICAlK7gA6ABSL39wTpY-9KV25KvjQOxCX2epBGeGCf5gAoDmAsByAsBgAwBqg0CQkXIDQHiDRMIoZCW25KvjQMVkA2KAx3aEwhM6g0TCIjaltuSr40DFZANigMd2hMITPANA9gTA4gUCdAVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcnGAEqIzIyOTAyODA5MTgwL0FURF9EQ0gvQVREXzMwMHgyNTBfQVhUuhcCOAGyGAkSAtRrGC4iAQDQGAE&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIg4WX25KvjQMVkA2KAx3aEwhMEAEYASAAEgI7rPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTwDZpuyzOoFQL-rN8VkcqhncyQd4ftZ4HMzUpskTZVWhvClvtd3uirM4M9-YaUBD9POC0nybJv10OfATwpJO6IaWg4q6JKZFY0vPFRoDDzcYAQ&sig=AOD64_2x-4D7nlFh5WqbhxxY9xPayPDVlg&client=ca-pub-7428382839076813&rf=4&nb=8&adurl=https://www.eldi.be/nl/%3Fgad_source%3D5
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CnSOs6-8qaMPjKJCbqMwP2qeg4ATL4rKQf7ij18_5E9vZHhABINHTlZsBYLnwv4DYAaABuMeJ8ALIAQmpAqM5dXhVwrI-4AIAqAMByAMKqgSWA0_Q-ARNFdyx2DYK-ABUNeRMOPOQVsGEqQA5UbN-ynhe3OO8fVMyYOwl05lAbcAdmzIHo33VAUUSe6UwP7mm6yZJ8vXBupAdmVQ1TNOGwj3oDXED1oxbfjP2-PsFvhh3JKOYDwxA0rZDp4U2YKWAXuJjqRqPTAk6oRVpxRZ9K5KbCiRhbCOCG10b7yfHu_zvxIE8OUUuwwE_Br_h50i73KvG5Dh0xUpp3Kltq8RDOgdAHW32NkGBXvQuJHRGO-YWpx1mcaztFHkrPD_KT7QEtSquvIH4si7u1JN43YmRiohQZOVXApJjficsPnSR3VV0-sHq2uCCKkMunth5_Yib2wMEnR9d1jRtNzP8mMVaQ2rqCn8_eaEs7cqtl6nIT0QFRa7HTxkrNgPlNhz_KkXkRKFcbryLr938eBxmcS-ItacPRc9X8qr8Ji-MF5IcRSAEWxeuP-YJRKpTGx5GQVudX3kXY3b1y9S1hbCelr8ybSwC-xKfiwQooqMTAdiQD5a0k7GX3CdiXu7Xj60jf9Unom67Fb-B5JnABJbmqeCaBeAEAYgFqtmC8VKgBi6AB7C49o8BqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0ggsCIDhgBAQARidATICqgI6DoDAA4CAhICAlK7gA6ABSL39wTpY-9KV25KvjQOxCX2epBGeGCf5gAoDmAsByAsBgAwBqg0CQkXIDQHiDRMIoZCW25KvjQMVkA2KAx3aEwhM6g0TCIjaltuSr40DFZANigMd2hMITPANA9gTA4gUCdAVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcnGAEqIzIyOTAyODA5MTgwL0FURF9EQ0gvQVREXzMwMHgyNTBfQVhUuhcCOAGyGAkSAtRrGC4iAQDQGAE&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIg4WX25KvjQMVkA2KAx3aEwhMEAEYASAAEgI7rPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTwDZpuyzOoFQL-rN8VkcqhncyQd4ftZ4HMzUpskTZVWhvClvtd3uirM4M9-YaUBD9POC0nybJv10OfATwpJO6IaWg4q6JKZFY0vPFRoDDzcYAQ&sig=AOD64_2x-4D7nlFh5WqbhxxY9xPayPDVlg&client=ca-pub-7428382839076813&rf=4&nb=8&adurl=https://www.eldi.be/nl/%3Fgad_source%3D5
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AdhHJESaeW-EMNV9z9Urmb1LYM5FZtEd8Zc55cAm6rYYSfzUYFLlyWD-vqVN63EWjCreVBmHMVTitXv9GKJGZfMXywZabptso5Vd5rysRjmLL7NR1B8QHM7TbVdn3qiqK6VJBzzZdV_lubl0gBb-Sm0XU9QupRNjDLzxMWsVhhc-MXRb6QfULTgKxFw5fTk2Ab3Y_kxPCu-hvZ8l_U5VOH7PFCljNXGD1RdwiIenIxni3_dmLFO9-H1wAgptR_mVOSvNJOBRZxmctppPhTXhBo5NWBdmnZu-k4Y2UtakOC_xX2ECgpmRcCIDJjADi1uMxa1CVNiaF2Jcg-VNwNQ2fONvh6IikK8kgbPDSZJszdqtXTqg2_2vLnKX4Y92doYALk0qqQ39a4JW36o4p2K_VKHjN5wufbyvR0LTdeSINFhbwFd6Sh1rYQQQMTLhinm-MqU4Ww0Mmd7H1M1D06YfRLs4BGPh-btNz14k3nkMTijRqjSxt3W9sR_c-YJ2zwBdsEU0KJkrof8G7kA82ArbZ1mIWCo0j7XXbf-j4bp_JTXp_iE0t6dPP04xUjbb8KRGCSd_iKHT2GNLthZoDVHWCraOIbk-NN_e5GBJBUGgUMe6Z9pLf1coUJ3Rz3d8Vgh7pmRSAeeGQwdTtZeQOSCzw3oQB2k2IP96Jq5svY2OthYF6mAA87BF1MHSwyt6uzviUKcfZr14Vd2Bx_M_HJdTX5BM-xe6m3DvFVkvyCBt_1g8DIlcxJjPpQh1Zbkc6wgPslypbAQp5d5s0zIwEhbdkFzlQlFNs14U8xrNTdM3nSZqKdvhbEkXjwp2b_gONKAarouBcK8p2eIuaJjRm9SVjwttE4FDxFbdwD-cTAagLDSOwi1AdGwoOZ6BMlVCnATeB5Y5GIg4gZ8ZyqnjgtN2Oxi4qi14TmVvpL7kXminwP9rdLAjZIL8P2cTohjHELLhzU8cGovOqGAJCcECw4Gz9y6iFvGi0psTmnPPYLZarJ4IBUWOv0v-VOZM85q2Xq2h_Bo-7CaEtVW2DKmbdA3AwhD4A-d-s86q1_pGkb7O1h2LxLhYdTnM1h4okcI40dMVDrDaRWdWNgp7oC4TJluNWCSqLVsnM7yQMQrc2EuYQ04yd2yXuw8pTF42bK_zLZv7zn7bTfRBE-Ko9_E22uapprYG8H2pBFuWBZ5RePNhMNqgOQJxvA0rx8cuBaVIophtLJNNypBKoQNhy42KAW13wLOVeAkig6VNIApYV4f2rqXb9rKIjguWEqFSgF2sZ07PcTFcnlwj749HX-wyPve-NrLpFAMEQEYQQYNROcv92E1w1uPiY1tYG_kxpmm8312qVNh1GHibvjzbo1VKAbrBPSdrPhpfwf4VrYpVFLB6jiandipExf5_VpygTI2H4q4ow2lPynfx6yCmS2_s6Io4X_8xdspkm3xRwsoHtZ2m9UeYpJ7bTq020enqpRkqkz-iK91S9CXyYaszWNE1B06oAw8HFbdiLR1REit8Vb55PNyNnoOo2rMboffZerIQnDJBCbnDIMwV0TXOYrtFqqqBN_2Zy3jXBBkfAXA8VDLZX9TJmW6slIzTzhWLwUJHbQoU2foYbmGRHrF1lnNKr3Y5LZjbxTNQXCLJI1uVi0_VI-LWV4BFCFS2ULkFSlX2ruBuerlqJsXNlk03RMZ-MudIfw13g6bMEsT6P0x2NHfBxhZHuCTOrT3sMhbQwb5pVOOdibUqYaOk0AmpSW7KPyCKVYjFqc2nRqLOAEUPAcdm9ZgmvUbhH2MEtJxsAY-SPMArtzFbh5pfyVQibgz77QlfOwTiJGdaStkufsPzcpYOkgId8QssCRIFd5JxTIi6kJE0nwZHzdzmB2JLFntDYXd71uI-9IyyVVSRCVVHd6YTNW5MLK-xlpRMI8_b6h872e0x1ylORiZze8_J19R7dfjykpzL1lgVcPDI5szB9P4RUVe5Imi40WODZ4LRnM3uJHr_B-3zShuYw5KIbDxVDCcH8SN8CUc2NXsd29um1y-f7o3Ah4kSLNLrZbQP6tf8s1gUE7OmvkfsiCRjDzC79MPiecivQQQWIUmdmLOMolHi88e3pHCzutHJqMsT0rODqT1RuA-Gi00K9n_qWfz-Rietrn8DFgLwJRYrKYJy1__un5rMBB_kCPzNLTeQgUBpPEHV-Z4pZMIRWi1WFbA2emhlnCD1BkQhI2qDjwDMaMlwAakal-Qw_l0BFMblZCU6vBByORw8d40jJwtCzG015xYPbPr9Gz9tU4a8P4sETz-xKWmYrRQxsYjAc4nIifgpBMggX1EBDoRgzUPXsyvXvzkKiiNHbVvD_WNbJb-8dqPRRZMrfICUIijzG9w6hcGXoAyUeUlyhcuwJeHp04LwzD264HsNxGiRB4ndGXpFcFGzZRMp50MGh-Ucfwqp3Gsqq1GIUeEknLbn510S7cfPc-F62AqgSpeyFa02Vb7WUvTZHLQnyDCjIm_GHInPPo-D7fuLDFckddDSqAs-WF4&opi=122715837
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/bengaluru/kia-railway-station-lies-deserted-ticket-counters-unmanned-3545721
https://www.deccanherald.com/specials/weekly-horoscope-may-18-to-may-23-2025-check-horoscope-for-all-sun-signs-3545652
https://www.deccanherald.com/world/imf-imposes-11-new-conditions-on-pak-warns-it-against-risks-to-bailout-programme-report-3546009
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/maharashtra/cji-gavai-displeased-over-protocol-lapse-during-first-visit-to-maharashtra-after-taking-office-3546205
https://www.deccanherald.com/specials/todays-horoscope-may-19-2025-check-horoscope-for-all-sun-signs-3546429


commissions, and expert recommendations; while other numerically dominant
groups are promptly granted sub-reservation. This repeated exclusion, even by
governments claiming to speak for the most oppressed, amounts to a quiet but
cruel erasure.

The Congress party, at national forums, proclaims its commitment to Adivasi
welfare. But in Karnataka, its government has failed to act. Why is there
hesitation to implement internal reservation within STs? Is it because Adivasis
are not a vote bank? Because we lack political clout? Or because our numbers are
too few to matter? In truth, our exclusion is deeply systemic. Dominant ST groups
not only control the lion’s share of the 7% ST reservation in Karnataka but have
also secured significant representation — including 15 MLAs, 3 MPs, and
numerous IAS, IPS, and university positions. Meanwhile, Adivasis like us remain
invisible.

The Constitution envisioned social justice as an instrument to uplift the most
marginalised and deprived. For many Adivasi communities, independence itself
remains incomplete. The continued denial of internal reservation within STs is
not just a policy oversight; it is a denial of dignity, identity, and future.

This is a call from communities still living in temporary settlements without
electricity or potable water, walking miles to reach schools or access health
centres, and who are yet to receive even the most basic recognition as citizens.
Adivasi children grow up malnourished, uncounted in policy, and unrepresented
in governance. If this is not the definition of systemic neglect, what is?

The question to the Karnataka government is simple: if internal reservation can
be granted to Scheduled Castes, why not to the Scheduled Tribes who need it
most? The state has both the constitutional authority and the moral responsibility
to act. Forest-based Adivasi communities are not asking for special treatment or
privileges, only for the opportunity to live with dignity. Internal reservation
within the ST category is not just a social justice measure. It is a survival strategy.

The time to act is not after another census or another 10-year committee report.
The time is now.

(The writer, the first PhD graduate from the Iruliga community in
Kanakapura, advocates for Adivasi rights and inclusion in public policy)
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