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Foreword 

I am happy to write this foreword to these two volumes brought out by 
the Society for Indian Medical Anthropology. Contents indicate that 
these would be a welcome addition to medical anthropology with special 
focus on public health knowledge in India. India has made great strides 
in upgrading the clinical science and technology with a clear significant 
impact on longevity and other health indices. However, the fruits of 
new knowledge and improvements in infrastructure have not desirable 
impact on masses living in difficult to reach geographical settings and 
social milieu. Government oflndia is very seriously involved in bridging 
the gap between the health care resources and the needs and the 
aspirations of the people. India's commitment to Health for All and the 
subsequent National Health Policies are honest indications of the 
concerns that the government has for its people, especially the rural, 
tribal and the poor. With recent flagship programmes such as National 
Rural Health Mission, this commitment has been further strengthened. 
However, in spite of such concerted effort, the reach of health care to 
every nook and corner of India is a gigantic challenge. One of the 
important impediments is India's diversity and heterogeneity. Such a 
diverse mass of humanity has varied cultural and social aspirations 
and expectations. Due to these factors even the most tested and well 
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contributors of papers. Finally, we express our deep sense of gratitude 
to Prof. R.K. Mutatkar, in whose honour the Conference was 
organized, for gracing the occasion and accepting our felicitations. 

K. H. Bhat, 
P. C. Joshi and B. R. Vijayendra

(Editors) 
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